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НАВЧАННЯ АУДІЮВАННЮ 

Як відомо, володіння іноземною мовою передбачає, з одного боку, уміння 

розуміти мову іншої особи, а з іншого – уміння висловити свої думки в усній чи 

письмовій формі. Тому відповідно до чинної Програми, у викладанні іноземної 

мови в школі практичною метою є навчання різних видів мовленнєвої діяльності: 

аудіювання (слухання), говоріння, читання й письма. За природних умов види 

мовної діяльності мають таку питому вагу: 

говоріння — 30 %; 

аудіювання — 45 %; 

читання—16%; 

письмо — 9 %. 

Переважними, як бачимо, є рецептивні види мовної діяльності. Причому в 

школі аудіювання займає 57 % загального часу на уроці іноземної мови. Отже, 

роль аудіювання є значною. Під час навчання іноземної мови воно є як засобом, 

так і метою навчання іноземної мови.  

Як засіб навчання аудіювання використовується насамперед для введення 

мовного матеріалу (лексичних одиниць, граматичних структур) в усній формі. 

Крім того, аудіювання використовується як засіб створення міцних слухових 

образів мовленнєвих явищ (слів, словоформ, синтаксичних конструкцій) у єдності 

з їхнім значенням. Аудіювання має першорядну роль у навчанні говоріння. Так, 

говоріння неможливе без слухання. Аудіювання може бути також ефективним 

засобом удосконалення навичок і вмінь володіння іноземною мовою. Система-

тичне слухання оригінальної мови на старшому етапі навчання іноземної мови 

сприяє вдосконаленню говоріння завдяки перенесенню слухачеві частини 

мовного матеріалу з мови, що сприймається на слух, у власну мову. Не менш 

важливою є роль аудіювання в оволодінні технікою читання вголос, оскільки до 

складу механізму голосного читання входять, поряд з мовномоторними 

компонентами, також і слухові образи.  

Як мета аудіювання посідає важливе місце серед інших видів мовної 

діяльності. Воно є найпоширенішим видом користування іноземною мовою як 

засобом спілкування. З урахуванням значущості аудіювання як засобу й мети 

навчання іноземної мови на всіх етапах шкільного курсу в чинній Програмі  з 

іноземної мови сформулювано основні вимоги щодо мовленнєвої компетенції з 

аудіювання. На кінець курсу середньої  профільної школи учні мають  

- розуміти інформацію під час  безпосереднього спілкування зі 

співрозмовник-ком і опосередкованого (у звукозапису); 

- розуміти основний зміст текстів відповідно до тематики ситуативного 

спілкування,  виділяючи головну думку/ідею, диференціюючи основні факти і 

другорядну інформацію; 
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- вибирати необхідну інформацію з прослуханого; 

- використовувати лінгвістичну і контекстуальну здогадку, спираючись 

на сюжетну лінію  чи наочність. 

На сучасному етапі навчання англійської мови необхідне використання 

автентичних матеріалів (текстів). Такі  тексти включають слова й вислови, типові 

для розмовної мови, безліч прикметників емоційно-оцінного характеру, ідіоми , 

фразеологічні звороти, звуконаслідування, сталі вирази. Успіх у навчанні 

аудіюванню значною мірою залежить від жанру, структури та змісту тексту. 

Учнів слід послідовно знайомити з різними жанрами, добираючи матеріал з 

огляду на культурологічну й країнознавчу цінність, сучасність, функціональність, 

а також обсяг аудіотекстів. Передбачається, що на завершальному етапі навчання 

іноземної мови учні повинні сприймати тексти будь-яких жанрів: 

- мова партнера у стандартних ситуаціях спілкування; 

- оголошення, зміст радіо- та телепрограм; 

- фабульні тексти, описи, оповідання, повідомлення, міркування. 

Під час презентації аудіотекстів слід враховувати певні рекомендації 

методистів: 

а) кількість прослуховувань. Загальний зміст тексту та його основні деталі 

учні повинні розуміти після першого пред’явлення тексту. Проте виходячи з 

конкретної ситуації навчального процесу, вчитель може вдатися до повторного 

прослуховування. 

б) темп пред’явлення. У процесі навчання потрібно прагнути до 

пред’явлення аудіотексту в нормальному для англійської мови темпі. Типовий 

темп мови англійців дорівнює 132 слова на хвилину, швидкий – 165 слів. 

в)  джерело презентації. Аудіотекст може пред’являтися голосом учителя 

або у звукозаписі. Пред’являючи текст своїм голосом, учитель може 

сповільнювати темп, підкреслювати голосом певні моменти чи факти. Однак, 

треба поступово привчати учнів сприймати текст у звукозаписі з різними 

акустичними характеристиками: записані різними дикторами, чоловічими, 

жіночими і дитячими голосами, з шумовими перешкодами тощо. 
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PART I  -  FILLING  IN  THE  MISSING  PARTS 

 

- Steps to be followed - 

• When listening for the first time, fill in any gaps you can. 

• Listen again, filling in the remaining gaps and checking your answers to 

make sure they make sense.  

• Don’t try to understand every single word that you hear.  Focus your attention 

on the information you need in order to do the task. 

• Don’t try to fill in words or phrases before listening to the recording. 

 

TASK 1  

You will hear a radio interview with a woman advising people on how to get a job. 

Read the following sentences then listen to the tape and fill in the missing parts. 

1. The two problems for those seeking work are getting ………… and performing 

well at it. 

2.    It's important that your CV is   ……………………. . 

3.   Once you've got a CV you should send it to possible  …………… . 

4.   To find a job you should first look in  ……………. regularly. 

5.   The night before the interview you should get enough …………. . 

6.   For a job interview you should wear the ……………. . 

7.   Make sure you arrive for the interview …………….. early. 

8.   You should also be …………. to the receptionist. 

9.   Don't …………… before the interviewer asks you to do so. 

10. During the interview, you should not ……………. or chew gum. 

 

TASK  2  

 

You will hear someone giving advice on how to travel wisely. For questions 1-10 

complete the notes about things to remember when travelling. 

 

1   First make sure your passport 1 ……… ; getting a new one can take up to six 

weeks. 

2   Find out if you need 2 ………... to travel to the country you’re planning to visit. 

3   You have to go to the 3 ………… of the country you want to visit to get one. 

4   Buy some  4 ………… of the country you’re going to. At a bank you’ll get a 

much   better  5 ………… than you would at an airport. 

5   It’s safer to take 6 ………… cheques. 

6   Keep all 7 ………… in your hand luggage. 

7  If you’re taking any  8 ………… carry the doctor’s prescription with you. 
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8  When flying 9 ………… make sure you wear 10 ………… . 

TASK 3     

You will hear a radio interview with John Burgess, a member of the Forest 

Preservation Society. Read the following sentences, then listen to the tape and fill in the 

missing parts. 

1. Paper is used in many different forms – from ……… to milk cantons. 

2. We need more paper than we can ………………… . 

3. One way of increasing paper production is to grow ……………….. . 

4.  Trees grow much faster in ………………. areas. 

5.  A tree planted in Brazil can be harvested within ……………… years. 

6.  Most plantations are in ……………….. . 

7. The trees in these plantations are used only for ……… which means 

8. that no natural forests need to be ……………. . 

9.  What we should be trying to do is to restore and preserve …………..  

10.  and to use less …………… . 

 

TASK 4  

You will hear an interview between a man called Andrew and a woman called 

Janet about books for the summer. For each question, write a word or short phrase in 

each gap to complete the sentences. 

1   …………… books are not about facts. 

2   Charlie catches   ……………… and shoplifters. 

3   In The Weird Ghost, the town …………….. . 

4 ............ Chris Bates' book isn't written for ……  but they might also find it 

useful. 

5   Janet recommends reading a ...  of famous person. 

  

PART II  –   MULTIPLE  MATCHING  

• Before  listening for the first time, read the task carefully. 

• Think about different ways of matching information.. 

• Listen again, filling in the remaining gaps and checking your answers to make 

sure they make sense.  

TASK 5 

Match the titles with the types of the stories. Then listen to the story extracts A – H 

and match them with the titles (1 - 8). 

1. Naughty Nigel.     science fiction _____ 

2. The battle of the Galaxies.     romance            _____ 



10 
 

3. Who Shot Henry Jennings?   action/adventure_____ 

4. Run for your Life.    drama               ______ 

5. Don't Break my Heart.   comedy            ______ 

6. The Creature from the Deep.  horror               ______ 

7. Family Crisis.     fairy tale           ______ 

8. Wendy the Friendly Witch.   murder/mystery ______ 

TASK 6 

Listen to the news reports and match each person with the crime described. 

 

1 John Pierce      a  fraud 

2 Sally Smith             b  terrorism 

3 Ann Daniels    c  blackmail 

4 Tom Corman     d  joyriding 

5 Jerry Par              e  drug trafficking  

TASK 7    

 You are going to hear part of a radio programme about the lives of famous 

inventors. 

Read questions 1-8, and match each question to the person A-C that it refers to. 

A     Alexander Graham Bell  

В      Maria Mitchell  

C      Jan Szczepanik 

1 Who came from a big family?  

2 Who received a medal from a king?  

3   Whose scientific interests were not grounded in family traditions? ____  

4   Whose achievements were appreciated outside his/her country? ______  

5   Whose research was concentrated on one field of science? _________ 

 

6 Who had planned a different career?  

7 Who worked as a teacher?  

8 Whose birthplace is open to the public? _________ 

 

PART III  -   MATCHING STATEMENTS TO THE SPEAKERS 

• Before  listening for the first time, read the task carefully. 

• Listen, making a first choice of answers. 

• When repeated listen for specific words related to options – keep in mind 

that there is one option that you do not need to use. 

• Make final decisions, using any notes  you have made to help you. 
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TASK 8 

You will hear five people talking about their reactions to books they have read. 

For questions 1 - 5, choose from the list A - F. Use the letters only once. There is one 

extra letter you do not need to use. 

 

A         bored                                                           Speaker 1 … 

В excited                Speaker 2 …  

C moved                Speaker 3 …  

D scared                Speaker 4 …  

E confused                Speaker 5 …  

F furious 

TASK 9 

You will hear five different people talking about the areas where they live. For 

questions 1-5, choose from the list (A-F) the problem each person mentions. Use the 

letters only once. There is one extra letter which you do not need to use. 

A There is a lot of pollution in the air.                           Speaker 1 … 

B There isn't any countryside.                                       Speaker 2 … 

C There is a lot of pollution in the water.                      Speaker 3 … 

D There aren't any bottle banks.                                    Speaker 4 … 

E  There aren't any rubbish bins.                                   Speaker 5 … 

F There is a lot of rubbish. 

 

TASK 10 

 

You will hear five radio presenters giving commentaries on sports events. For 

questions 1- 5 choose from the list A-F which sport each speaker is talking about. Use 

the letters only once. There is one extra letter which you do not need to use. 

 

A    football.                                            Speaker 1 ………. 

B   volleyball                                           Speaker 2 ………. 

C   horse racing                                       Speaker 3 ………. 

D   water polo                                          Speaker 4 ………. 

E   tennis                                                Speaker 5 ………. 

F   basketball                                        
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TASK 11 

You will hear five different people talking about films. For questions 1-5, choose 

from the list (A-F) what they thought of the film. There is one extra letter which you do 

not need to use. 

 

A The acting was very good.                                        Speaker 1 …  

В The story was exciting.                                             Speaker 2 … 

C The film was very funny.                                          Speaker 3 … 

D Some scenes weren't very realistic.                           Speaker 4 … 

E The film was very boring.                                         Speaker 5 … 

F The film was too long. 

 

TASK 12 

You will hear five people talking about events which they attended. For questions 1 

- 5, choose from the list of statements (A - F) which statement applies to which speaker. 

Use the letters only once. There is one extra letter you do not need to use. 

 

A  This speaker has been to an international sports event.        Speaker 1 … 

B   This speaker attends an event in his birthplace.                   Speaker 2 … 

C   This speaker had a new experience.                                     Speaker 3 … 

D   This speaker was involved in the preparations.                   Speaker 4 … 

E   This speaker attended a music event.                                   Speaker 5 … 

F   This speaker tasted a variety of foods.                                        

TASK 13 

You will hear five different people describing what they think their most important 

achievement is. For questions 1 -5, choose from the list (A-F) a description which 

matches their achievements. Use the letters only once. There is one extra letter which 

you do not need to use. 

Speaker 1   A  their education 

Speaker 2   В  being a good athlete 

Speaker 3   C  their family 

Speaker 4  D their job 

Speaker 5   E  getting over a fear 

                                        F  their fortune 
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PART IV -   TRUE/FALSE STATEMENTS 

 

- Steps to be followed - 

• Before listening for the first time, read the instruction and true/false 

sentences carefully to find out what the text will be about. 

• Try to guess the meaning of unknown words from the context.  

• If there is no information in the recording that confirms that a sentence is true, it 

should be marked as false. 

TASK 14 

You are going to hear a conversation between two friends about where they are 

planning to go for dinner. For questions 1 to 7, decide whether the statements are true 

(T) or false (F). 

1 They're going out on Friday night. 

2 They don't choose the Chinese restaurant because the food is greasy  and very 

spicy. 

3 Steve has been to the Ethiopian restaurant before. 

4 The main dish at the Ethiopian restaurant consists of various kinds of food. 

5 Bouillabaisse is made with fish and vegetables. 

6 The French bistro closed down last Monday. 

7 Steve is going to make the reservation. 

 

TASK 15 

You are going to listen to a dialogue between a travel agent and Mrs Cohen. For 

questions 1 to 10, write T (for True) or F (for False) next to each statement. 

1 The apartments were only two minutes' walk from the beach . 

2 The beach was rather dirty.  

3 They weren't able to swim in the swimming pool.  

4 They had a bathroom and a toilet in their suite. 

5 There were lots of activities for the children. 

6 The horse riding was rather expensive. 

7 There was a babysitting service. 

8 It was very quiet at night. 

9 The travel agent offers Mrs Cohen a trip to Australia on her next holiday. 

10 Mrs Cohen decides to take a discount on another holiday as compensation. 

 



14 
 

TEXT 16 

 

Read the following statements, then listen to the tape and decide whether they are 

true (T) or false (F). Listen again and talk about the points for and against tennis and 

boxing. 

1 Tennis is not challenging.  

2 Training to be a tennis player is tiring.  

3 Tennis players don't travel a lot.  

4 Boxing is an exciting, fast-moving sport.  

5 Training to be a boxer is not tough.  

6 Boxers receive a lot of injuries. 

 

TASK 17    

Read the following points, then listen to the dialogue between a travel agent and a 

woman who wants to go to the Sunnyside self-catering apartments near Torremolinos. 

Mark the points mentioned in the dialogue  +  , not mentioned   –  . 

1 Dates of holiday 

2 Number of people going on holiday 

3 Price of holiday 

4 Type of transport 

5 Weather details 

6 Method of payment 

7 Clothes required for holiday 

8 Name and address of customer 

9 Equipment required for holiday 

10 Type of food available 

 

PART V -   MULTIPLE-CHOICE STATEMENTS 

 

- Steps to be followed - 

• Read the sentences and choices carefully. 

• When listening for the first time, look out for key words which are related to one 

of the three choices. Keep in mind that the "key words" may be included in the incorrect 

choices. 

• During the pause before the extract is repeated, look at your unanswered 

questions and pay attention to these when listening again. 

 

 



15 
 

TASK 18 

You will hear a news bulletin. For questions 1 – 7,  choose the correct answer А, В 

or C. 

 

1  The first news item is about  

A   a murder  

В   a kidnapping  

C   a robbery 

2  Richard Steen's wife is believed to  

A   be dead. 

В   be searching for her husband.  

C   have gone to another country. 

3  Glenda Branston was kidnapped  

A   as she was arriving at her office  

В   as she was leaving home  

C   as she was leaving work 

4  The vandals were aged between  

A   six and thirteen.  

В   eight and thirteen.  

C   eight and thirty. 

5  The parents of the vandals 

A   were given a warning. 

В   had to pay for the damage.  

C   had to buy new cars. 

6    What did the Paterson family first think was causing the noise? 

A   the water system  

В   a ghost  

C   an animal 

7    When did Rosie the Chimp disappear from the zoo? 

A   three weeks ago 

В   four weeks ago  

C   this morning 
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TASK 19 

 

Listen to three people complaining about their holidays. Choose which complaints 

were  mentioned. 

 

1. Sunnyside self-catering apartments 

a. a broken cooker 

b. dirty beds 

c. a dirty fridge 

d. a noisy disco 

e. a small bedroom 

 

2. The Chester Hotel 

b. lost luggage 

c. no TV 

d. awful food 

e. rude, unfriendly staff 

f. a tiny room 

 

3. Kingsbrooke campsite 

 

a. a huge hole in the tent 

b. no fridge 

c. no hot water 

d. stolen luggage 

f. almost empty shop 

 

TASK 20 

 

You’ll hear people talking in eight different situations. For questions 1 - 8, choose 

the best answer A, B, or   C.                            

1. You hear a man talking about a film he has been to see. What was his reaction to 

the film? 

A He was disappointed with it.  

В Не thought it was excellent.  

C He hated the whole thing. 

2 . You hear a young man talking about a rock concert he saw. What happened? 

A The police arrested all the fans. 
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В The band played well. 

C Rain stopped the performance. 

3. You hear a woman talking to another person. What is she talking about? 

A her car  

В her bicycle  

C her hair 

4. You overhear an old man talking about the time he spent in Paris. What was he 

doing there? 

A He was designing buildings.  

В Не was on holiday.  

C He was at university. 

 

5. You overhear a couple having an argument. What are they arguing about? 

A their neighbour  

В their lodger  

C their dog 

6. You hear a man talking about his job. What does he do? 

A He is a computer programmer.   

В He is a painter and decorator.  

C He is a van driver. 

7. Listen to two people talking. Where have they just returned from? 

A a party  

В a meeting  

C a sports event 

8. You hear a writer talking about books. What is she worried about? 

A The selection of books available. 

В The amount of TV that people are watching. 

C The number of books that people are reading. 

 

TASK 21 

You are going to listen to a dialogue between a radio presenter and a woman who 

are talking about aero planes and pilots. For questions 1 - 6 decide which  of the 

choices А, В or C is the correct answer.         

1. In the United Airlines crash 

A more than 100 people died.  

В exactly 100 people died.  

C less than 100 people died. 
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2. Nicole trains pilots to 

A think clearly in everyday situations.  

В stay calm in an emergency.  

C fly aeroplanes. 

3. The black box 

A is not always useful. 

В plays taped instructions to the crew. 

C can give information about the cause of a crash. 

4. Where did the number two engine fail? 

A over the eastern United States  

В over the southern United States  

C over the western United States 

5 . The plane's captain 

A panicked when the plane's engine wouldn't work.  

В decided to go on a CMR course after the crash.  

C tried to land the plane safely. 

6 Many people on the flight survived because 

A a trainee pilot landed the plane. 

В the pilot behaved correctly.  

C the plane landed in the sea. 
  

 TASK 22 
  

You will hear a conversation between two friends. For questions 1-5, choose the 

best answer (А, В or C). 
 

1 . When did Verity get back from her trip? 

A   three weeks ago 

В   two weeks ago  

C   a week ago 

2. How did Verity learn Greek? 

A   She lived there. 

В    She had lessons.  

C    She taught herself. 

3. In Greece, Verity had expected to hear more ………….. 

A  accents. 

В  unfamiliar words.  

C  English. 
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4. How did Verity feel about her mistakes? 

A    embarrassed 

В    interested  

C    angry 

5. Verity sometimes got confused by her Greek friends' ………….. 

A   jokes. 

В    ideas. 

C    gestures. 

 

TASK 23 

1   How well did the speaker do at school? 

A   He was an average student. 

В   His parents helped him. 

C   He had problems passing exams. 

2   What did he do when he left school? 

A   He got a job to earn a lot of money.  

В   Не did a business course.  

C   He went to art college. 

3  What did he learn from his part-time job? 

A   how to sew 

В   how clothes are made 

C   how to run a large business  

4   When did he go to London? 

A   at the age of seventeen 

В   as soon as he had enough money 

C   when he won a prize  

5   How long did he stay in Milan? 

A   three months  

В   nine months  

C   three years 

6 Why did he have difficulties in New York? 

A   He wanted to be nearer his home. 

В   Не could not start a company there. 

C   The work was more stressful than he had expected. 
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TASK 24 

You will hear a woman, Vanessa, talking about a journey she made with her 

husband, Robert, and her baby, Ben. For each question,, choose the best answer (А, В 

or C). 

1    What did Vanessa and Robert decide to do last year? 

A   get married 

В   travel to England by boat 

C   look for new jobs 

2    Vanessa was worried that 

A   they wouldn't be prepared.  

В   the conditions would be bad.  

C   the baby would get ill. 

3   How did Vanessa feel when they reached Singapore? 

A She wondered if she should fly home. 

В She was worried about the boat. 

C She enjoyed the break from travelling. 

4   Why was Vanessa's father-in-law particularly helpful? 

A He was a good cook. 

В Не looked after the baby. 

C He helped to sail the boat. 

5   Because of spending so much time on the boat, the baby 

A learnt to walk late. 

В doesn't play by himself. 

C only likes certain food. 

6    What is Vanessa's advice for people sailing with children? 

A Don't take more than one child. 

В Go for a short time. 

C Don't let children get bored. 

TASK 25 

You will hear a tour guide talking to a group of tourists about a coach trip. For 

each question, put a tick (v) in the correct box. 

 

1   What is the change of plan? 

□  A   They will visit two towns.  
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□  В   They will look round a university.  

□  C   They will visit a wildlife park. 

2    Where will they stop for coffee?  

□  A   near a waterfall  

□  В   by a lake  

□  C   on a mountain 

3 The town of Brampton became well known because of its 

□ A   shops  

□ В   university  

□ C   museum 

4 What animals will they see in the wildlife park? 

□ A   lions  

□ В   monkeys  

□ C   tigers 

5 What time will they arrive back at the hotel? 

□ A   5.30  

□ В   6.45  

□ C   7.15 

6 The tour guide asks if anyone 

□ A   needs more information. 

□ В   would like to go on another trip. 

□ C   wants to ask any questions 

 

TASK 26 

You will hear a radio interview with a teenage boy called Matthew who has 

invented a game. For each question, put a tick (v) in the correct box. 

1    How old was Matthew when his game was first sold? 

□ A   ten   

□ В   thirteen  

□ C   fourteen 

 

2   When Matthew tried to sell his idea to companies, 

□ A   he had no replies.  

□ В   some companies asked to see the game.  

□ C   none of them was interested. 



22 
 

3   Matthew borrowed money from 

□ A   a bank.  

□ В   some relatives.  

□ C   a businessman. 

4   How did Matthew get his idea for a second product 

□ A   An American company made a suggestion.  

□ В   Some other children told him about it.  

□ C   He watched his sisters playing. 

5   According to Matthew, most ten-year-olds are interested in 

□ A   games which test what they know  

□ В   games which are about their everyday lives.  

□ C   games which use their imagination. 

6    When Matthew leaves school, he wants to 

□ A   run his own business. 

□ В   do a course in business studies.  

□ C   continue inventing games. 

 

TASK 27 

You will hear a conversation between two friends. For questions 1-7, choose the 

best answer (А, В or C). 

 

1. Mr Sinclair tells us that he 

a   has already celebrated his 100th birthday.  

b   is going to celebrate his 100th birthday soon.  

c   cannot remember precisely when his birthday is. 

2.    Mr Sinclair has been married 

a   once. 

b   twice. 

c   three times. 

3.   How many grandchildren does Mr Sinclair have? 

a   Six. 

b  Ten. 

c   Twelve. 

4.    When he was young, Mr Sinclair 

a   worked in the open air. 

b   ate a healthy diet. 

c   took regular exercise. 
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5.    Most of Mr Sinclair's brothers and sisters 

a   resembled their mother. 

b   lived for a long time. 

c   had health problems. 

6.   Mr Sinclair believes it is important 

a   to avoid problems. 

b   to work hard. 

c   to be optimistic. 

7.    Mr Sinclair gave up smoking 

a   at the same time as his wife. 

b   to please his wife. 

c   when his wife left him. 

 

TASK 28 

 

You will hear people talking in five different situations. For each question, 

choose the correct picture. 

 

1  What will the man complain about? 

 

 
 

 

2. Where are they going? 

 

 
 

 

3  What job does the woman do? 
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4  With what means of transport did the family go on holiday? 

 

 
 

5  Where is the man's wife? 

 

 
 

PART VI  -   IDENTIFYING CORRECT STATEMENTS 

 

- Steps to be followed - 

• Before listening for the first time, read the instruction carefully, they tell you 

the names of the people and who they are. 

• Make sure you know which speaker is which, as this is important for 

answering the questions. 

• When listening for the first time mark the answers you are sure of. If you 

miss one don’t worry.  

• Listen again and fill in any answers you missed the firs time. Check your 

answers. 

 

TASK 29 

You will hear a conversation between a boy, William, and a girl, Sophie, in a 

music shop. Decide if each sentence is correct or incorrect. If it is correct, put a tick (v) 

in the box under A for YES. If it is not correct, put a tick (v) in the box under В for NO.                                                 

  A B 

1 Sophie’s mother works in the town where they live   

2 Sophie enjoys shopping in Birmingham   

3 William feels confident about finding his way around Birmingham   

4 Sophie thinks the band 521 has improved   

5 William persuades Sophie to buy a different CD from him   

6 Sophie is disappointed to have her birthday present early   



25 
 

TASK 30 

You will hear a conversation between a man, Marcus, and a woman, Cora, who 

work in the same office. Decide if each sentence is correct or incorrect. 

If it is correct, put a tick (v) in the box under A for YES. 

If it is not correct, put a tick (v) in the box under В for NO.    

 

TASK 31 
 

You will hear a conversation between a boy, Ian, and a girl, Zoe, about a holiday. 

If it is correct, put a tick (v) in the box under A for YES. 

If it is not correct, put a tick (v) in the box under В for NO. 

        

TASK 32 
 

You will hear a conversation between a girl, Jane, and her mother about where 

Jane will work next month. If it is correct, put a tick (v) in the box under A for YES. 

If it is not correct, put a tick (v) in the box under В for NO. 

  A B 

1 Marcus is often late for work.                                                       

2 Cora disagrees with Marcus about the cause of traffic jams   

3 Marcus agrees that cycling to work would be good for him.   

4 Marcus believes employers should provide buses.   

5 Marcus agrees to try coming to work by bus tomorrow.   

6 Cora suggests that Marcus is lazy.   

  A B 

1 Ian is going to visit relatives who live in Africa.   

2 Zoe believes Namibia is a good place to visit.   

3 Ian's parents insist he must go on holiday with them.   

4 Zoe's father is unemployed   

5 Zoe's mother dislikes flying.   

6 Ian suggests Zoe should visit Namibia with him.   

  A B 

1 Jane is leaving school next week   

2 Jane's mother is unhappy about Jane working in her office.   

3 Jane has met her mother's colleagues before.   

4 Jane is uncertain about what career she wants.   

5 Jane is interested in working in a school with her friends.   

6 In the end, Jane's mother agrees to take herto work.   
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TAPESCRIPT 1 

 

Interviewer (male): And so, as unemployment reaches record levels, now is a good 

time to discuss what you can do to get a job, and we are lucky to have in the studio with 

us today, Jane Longly from the Department of Employment to give some advice to 

those currently seeking work..   Welcome, Jane.  

Jane: Hello. It's nice to be here.  

Interviewer: So, how can today's job-hunters get themselves back into 

employment? 

Jane: Well, the person seeking work faces two major problems. The first is 

actually getting an interview, and the second is making sure they perform well at the 

interview itself. And I'd like, if I may, to give a few handy tips - some "Do's and Don'ts" 

as it were.  

Interviewer: That sounds fine. So starting with looking for jobs... 

Jane: Right. Firstly, you must make sure that you have a CV that is up-to-date. 

Emphasise the positive aspects of your career history and outline the range of skills you 

possess which could be useful to an employer. Further details on CV preparation are 

available in the free leaflet from your local Job Centre. Anyway, once you've got a CV, 

the next thing is to get it into the hands of possible employers. There are several ways to 

do this. 

Interviewer: Such as...? 

Jane: First you should check the newspapers on a regular basis for vacancies. 

Think what kind of jobs you could actually do. It may well be the case that you have the 

skills necessary to do work which you hadn't previously thought of. So, don't restrict 

yourself unnecessarily. Also make sure you ask your family and friends about work, as 

up to fifty per cent of job vacancies never get advertised in the newspapers at all. 

Another thing you can always do is to make a list of organisations which need your kind 

of skills and just send them a copy of your CV. An employer may have a vacancy, or 

they often put your CV in their files and contact you later when a vacancy arises.  

Interviewer: OK, let's imagine that you have finally got an interview. What should 

you do to make a good impression? 

Jane: I'm glad you asked me that. Well, many of the things are just common sense 

really. For instance, make sure you get enough sleep the night before. That way you will 

look and feel your best on the day itself. Secondly, make sure you wear the right clothes 

for the job. If it's an office job you must wear formal clothes but for a factory or shop job 

it is often OK to wear something more casual. But you should always look clean and 

tidy. And always make sure you arrive, say, ten minutes early. That way you can sit 

down and relax for a couple of minutes before the interview. Another good tip is to be 

extra nice to the receptionist, as in many organisations she or he often has a surprisingly 

large say in who gets the job. And when you meet the interviewer smile pleasantly, 
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shake his or her hand but don't sit down until invited to. I think I hardly need to add that 

you shouldn't smoke or chew gum. Towards the end of the interview, the interviewer 

may ask you if you have any questions, so try to think of one or two intelligent ones 

before the interview. This is easier if you have found out something about the 

organisation - done some research, so to speak. And finally, when the interview is over, 

never ask if you have got the job. If the interviewer wants to tell you then and there that 

you have the job, then he or she will.  

Interviewer: Well, thank you, Jane. I'm sure many of our listeners will have found 

that very helpful. And coming up after the adverts is our Recipe of the Day with the 

chef himself, Pierre DuPres 

 

TAPESCRIPT 2 

Bill:... and finally on today's Holiday Programme we have the highly talented travel 

writer, Jonathan Regis, to give us a few tips on how to travel wisely. Welcome to the 

studio, Jonathan. 

Jonathan: Thanks, Bill. 

Bill: So, what words of advice do you have for our listeners? 

Jonathan: Well Bill, first of all, before you even book your holiday, make sure that 

your passport is valid as getting a new one can take up to six weeks. Secondly, find out if 

you need a visa to travel to the country you' re planning to visit. 

Bill: So where would you go to get a visa? 

Jonathan: You have to go to the embassy of the country you want to visit. Also, it's 

a good idea to go to the bank and buy some local currency of the country you are going to. 

Bill: Isn't it easier to exchange money at the airport? 

Jonathan: Yes, but at a bank you'll get a much better exchange rate than you would 

at an airport. But don't take too much cash with you—it can easily be lost or stolen. It's 

safer to take traveller's cheques because they can only be exchanged for cash by the 

person whose name is on them. Furthermore, if they are stolen, the bank will give you 

new ones. 

Bill: A lot of holidays get off to a bad start when travellers encounter problems at 

the airport. What can they do about this? 

Jonathan: Well, the first thing to do is make sure that you keep all travel 

documents in your hand luggage where they can easily be reached. You'll be amazed 

how many people actually pack their tickets and passports in their suitcases! Also, if 

you're taking any medication, carry the doctor's prescription with you - otherwise 

customs officers might think that you're smuggling drugs. 

Bill: Any final suggestions?  

Jonathan: Yes, one more thing; it might sound unimportant, but when flying long 

distances, make sure that you wear comfortable shoes. I'll never forget the first time I 
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flew to the States; I took my shoes off only to find that I couldn't get them back on again 

when we arrived! Very embarrassing, I must say!  

Bill: Jonathan, thanks very much for sharing your advice with our viewers today. 

Now, onto the subject of your new book. (FADE) 
 

TAPESCRIPT 3 
 

A: And with us today is John Burgess, a member of the Forest Preservation Society, 

John, perhaps you could begin by telling us why forests are in danger today? 

B: Well, the main problem is that more and more trees are being cut down in order to 

satisfy the world demand for paper. The fact is that paper is used in so many different 

forms - from newspapers and magazines to milk cartons - we need more paper than we 

can produce. 

A: So what is being done about this? 

B: One way of increasing paper production is to grow more trees, and for this 

reason special plantations have been created all over the world. Trees grow much faster 

in tropical areas — for example, a tree planted in Brazil can be harvested within seven to 

eight years, while in Sweden it would take twice as long, so most plantations are in South 

America. The trees in these plantations are used only for making paper, which means that 

no natural forests need to be cut down.  

A: That sounds like a good solution. 

B: Yes, it is, but there are also problems involved. Um... in order to create land for 

plantations, many communities have to move to different areas and whole villages can 

be uprooted. This isn't particularly fair for local inhabitants who, after all, have been 

there for thousands of years. What we should really be trying to do is to restore and 

preserve natural forests, and to use less paper of course! A: Absolutely. Well, I'm afraid 

that's all we have time for today. Thank you for joining us, John 
 

TAPESCRIPT 4 
 

Man:      On today's programme we have Janet Owen from the National Children's 

Library. Now Janet, we've asked you to give us some advice on which books are a good 

read for children aged between 11 and 13. 

Woman: Yes, Andrew. Thank you very much for inviting me here and I know 

there are a lot of young people out there who want something interesting or exciting to 

read this summer. Let me first start with fiction -stories which aren't real. There is a 

good detective book out now called You're Under Arrest by Shirley Thompson. It's 

about the son of a police officer who gets involved in his mother's work by mistake. It's 

rather funny and it's interesting seeing how the hero, 12-year-old Charlie, manages to catch 

burglars, robbers and shoplifters. It's a great read. 

Another good book is The Weird Ghost by Malcolm Browne. In this book Abigail 
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Burgess has an unusual experience with a ghost and a town that vanishes. It's written very well 

and there are also some rather nice pictures in the book too. 

Now, for non-fiction, books that are written about the real world. I'd recommend a 

travel book for young people - Holidays Are Boring by Chris Bates. This book looks at boring 

journeys, flights and holidays young people have had to take with their parents. It explains 

what a young person can do in these situations. I think it'd be useful for parents too. It would 

give them the chance to see life through their children's eyes. If that doesn't interest anyone, 

how about a biography of a famous sports person, film star or singer? There are quite a few out 

now about famous footballers, athletes, rugby players, etc. I would suggest you go into a 

library or bookshop and ask if there is a book about your favourite celebrity ... 
 

TAPESCRIPT 5 

A: Jim Stoppard had set up his fishing line and was about to settle down for a 

peaceful night of fishing on the seafront when suddenly his rod was pulled right out of 

his hands. He gasped in terror as suddenly, before his eyes, something began to rise 

from the waves. 

B: Nigel was always in trouble — but the trouble was he didn't know why! It 

wasn't his fault that his pet spider had somehow crawled up Miss Prigg's leg. And he 

had nothing to do with Fanny Fenmor's falling in the pond. It wasn't as if he'd pushed 

her in, his hand had just, well, sort of slipped... 

C: Rachel felt that her heart would suddenly stop beating. She couldn't believe this 

was happening, not after everything they'd shared together. Darren had come into her 

life unexpectedly and had changed her world completely. And now, just as suddenly, it 

looked as though he'd have to leave. 

D: The meeting of planet leaders had ended in agreement. They had to prepare to 

defend themselves with all their available forces, otherwise the Valarians would take over 

the entire galaxy. 

E: Kincaid was running through the forest, the men chasing him on horseback 

getting closer and closer. He jumped into a river, but he didn't feel safe until he was 

further downstream. 

F: Roger was away on business when the call came through to his hotel room. He 

picked up the phone and heard his mother's trembling voice on the other end, "Roger, I 

know it's been a long time, but please come home. The family needs you!" 

G: Wendy was a witch, and there was no denying it — but why did that have to 

mean she was nasty? "I suppose that's just what people expect of us," thought Wendy. 

"But I'm going to show them just how wonderful a witch can be." 

H: Detective Jaffrey stared in disbelief at the body of the highly respected 

businessman Henry Jennings lying on the white marble kitchen floor in a pool of blood. 
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Suddenly he caught sight of a small gold earring lying near the corpse. Perhaps this was 

the clue that would lead him to the murderer. 
 

TAPESCRIPT 6 

1.   John Pierce, a 15-year-old, was stopped by police after a 30-minute chase. He 

was speeding through the streets of Preston in a car which had been reported stolen 

several hours before. 

2.   Film actress Sally Smith was arrested at Charlesde Gaulle airport yesterday when 

over a kilo of cocaine was found in her luggage. She stated that she had no idea the 

cocaine was in her bag. 

3.   A 50-year-old housewife, Ann Daniels, was con-: victed yesterday of collecting 

money for a charity which does not exist. It is estimated that she had collected as much 

as £5,000 before her arrest last month. 

4. Police have arrested Tom Corman, aged 42. He has been charged with demanding 

money from several celebrities about whom he says he knows "damaging secrets". Police 

were led to him by well-known actress Delia Diamond, who stated, "He was asking for huge 

sums of money, but I have nothing to hide." 

Yesterday in Clatton, police discovered an explosive device capable of destroying a 

12-storey building when they searched the flat of Jerry Parr, aged 28. Parr is also believed 

to have planted the bomb which exploded on the platform of Clatton railway station last 

month, injuring 35 people. 
 

TAPESCRIPT 7 
 

Alexander Graham Bell - as a young boy, the telephone inventor Alexander 

Graham Bell liked mathematics, and science, but he was easily bored at school. He was 

much more interested in experimenting and discovering things on his own. One of his 

first inventions was a simple machine imitating the human voice. Alexander built it with 

his brother Melville when they were still children. As a teenager, Bell wanted to become 

an actor or a sailor. Instead, he worked, like his father, as a speech therapist, and taught 

deaf people. Bell's studies of the human ear and voice vibrations, and years of 

experiments resulted in 1876 in the first telephone conversation between Bell and his 

assistant Tomas Watson. Alexander Bell's lifelong interest in nature and science also led 

to a variety of other invention ideas, including experiments with flight and designing 

aeroplanes. 

Maria Mitchell - Maria Mitchell was one of the most famous American scientists 

of the 19th century. Born in 1818, in Massachusetts, Maria was the third child of a 

family with ten children. Her father was a dedicated astronomer and teacher, and he 

encouraged Maria's scientific interests. In 1847, when she was looking at the sky 

through a telescope from the roof of her parents' house, she discovered a new comet. A 

year later she became the first woman admitted to the American Academy of Arts and 
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Sciences, and the first female professor of astronomy in the USA. After her death, the 

Maria Mitchell Astronomical Society was created as tribute to her memory. The house 

where she was born was turned into a museum. 

Jan Szczepanik - There was an inventor who is sometimes called the 'Polish 

Edison'. His name was Jan Szczepanik, and he was born in a poor uneducated family in a 

small village in the south of Poland. During the 54 years of his life, Szczepanik got a 

few hundred patents and made over fifty inventions, many of which are still used today, 

especially in colour photography, film production and television. He also worked on a 

moving wing aircraft, an airship and a submarine. Szczepanik patented his inventions in 

Germany and England. The American novelist Mark Twain wrote two articles about his 

achievements, and the King of Spain gave him an order after a silk bullet-proof vest 

invented by the 'Polish Edison' saved his life. 
 

TAPESCRIPT 8 

Speaker 1 (male): At long last I held it in my hands. A new spy thriller written by 

my favourite author. I couldn't wait to settle into my favourite armchair and begin to 

read. The advertisements claimed that this book was the spy thriller of the year. Settled 

at last, I eagerly opened the front cover. Two hours later I had put it down. I was in 

despair. I had read six chapters but I couldn't understand any of it.  

Speaker 2 (female): I don't usually enjoy the books that my grandfather sends me 

for Christmas and birthday presents. But this one was different. It made me cry. The 

book was set in France during the First World War. The heroine was a little girl. Her 

name was Claudine and she was seven years old. One day her dog Blackie ran away and 

she decided that she had to find him. The whole story is about her various adventures. 

Some were funny, some were sad. I was really happy when, in the last chapter, she 

found him.  

Speaker 3 (male): Never in my life have I read a book like this. I think the author 

must have written it in five minutes. I bought it in the airport book shop, as the novel I 

had intended to read during my holiday flight had been packed at the bottom of my 

suitcase by mistake. When I realised my error it was too late as I had already checked in 

my luggage. The book was about Dracula coming back to life. It was supposed to be a 

scary horror story. In fact it was so dull, I fell asleep while I was reading it. 

Speaker 4 (female): The book itself was beautifully produced. It was a hard back 

volume. It had a dark blue cover, with Karma Kay embossed on it in large gold letters 

and, underneath in smaller gold letters, A Heroine's True Story. I gladly paid £35 to buy 

the book, as I am Karina's sister. When I read it, I couldn't understand how anyone had 

the nerve to write so many lies. I am going to write to the publisher to complain, and as 

for the author, if I ever meet him, you can guess what I'll say to him.  

Speaker 5 (male): My favourite book is part of a trilogy. The third part has not yet 

been published. The main character is an alien called Fuzz. He is now living on Earth 
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because his spaceship has broken down and needs repairing. The adventures that he has 

while looking for the strangest of spare parts are amazing. Imagine what I felt like today 

when I saw the author on the television programme talking about the publication of part 

three in today’s time. 
 

TAPESCRIPT 9 

Speaker 1: I've lived here all my life and I quite like it. It's not exactly a rural area, 

but there are parks. There's a lake near here and tourists drive up to visit, maybe to have 

a picnic around there. I've noticed that things like bottles and plastic bags have started to 

appear. It's a shame, really, because it used to be an attractive area and I really don't 

know why people don't just take it all home with them. 

Speaker 2: There are a few factories where I live and they're really ugly. I think 

they make glass and I know that some of the chemicals end up in the river. There are 

often reports about it in the local newspaper, but nobody seems to do anything. A lot of 

people are very angry about it because it's starting to affect things, like fishing. 

Speaker 3: My neighbourhood is quite clean, I suppose. I do get tired of looking at 

concrete buildings, though. It wouldn't be so bad if there were green spaces for kids to 

play in or to take a walk in.You've got to travel to find those, though, and I don't have a 

car. It would be lovely to live on a farm, or maybe near a river, wouldn't it? 

Speaker 4:We've been learning about recycling at school, and I think it's very 

important. I'd do more if they provided the facilities. There's nowhere to take your used 

glass, though, so we just put bottles in the rubbish. It creates a lot of waste. I heard 

they're thinking of doing something about it, and I hope they do. 

Speaker 5: Where I live is right on the edge of town. The main problem we have 

is people driving to work through our area. During the rush hour, when everyone is 

trying to get to work in the morning, there are often traffic jams and the air is full of 

fumes. It can be quite difficult to breathe sometimes. When I've got a day off work, I 

have to go out to the countryside just to get away from it! 
 

TAPESCRIPT 10 
 

Speaker 1: Match point. Dalton to serve. Oh, just a moment! Kilroy seems to have 

a problem with his racquet, he's gone off the court to get another one. Okay, he's back. 

Dalton prepares to serve again... and ... it's in! Kilroy couldn't get to the net in time! 

Game, set and match to Dalton! 

Speaker 2: This is the match the fans have been waiting for all season. Mickelson 

kicks off... he passes to Fellini. Fellini to Watson. Oh! I do believe O'Learyjust fouled 

there! Yes, the referee's showing him a yellow card ... Back to Watson, and he's flying 

towards the goal ... and ... yes ... it's a goal!  

Speaker 3: This is it! The Bristol Banshees have only a matter of seconds to save 

themselves from defeat by the Shetland Shooters. Henderson has the ball and he's racing 
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up the court. He passes it to Jessup, and Jessup shoots it and it sails through the basket. 

And there goes the whistle - victory for the Bristol Banshees!  

Speaker 4: We're into the fourth quarter now and the two sides are definitely 

getting tired. They've been racing up and down the pool for the last fifteen minutes and 

the Amazing Aquanauts are still a goal behind in this championship final. Oh, wait. 

Greaves, the Aquanauts' captain, has just been pushed under by the Hot Shots' number 

eight. Yes, it's a foul. Now Greaves could score with this throw. Yes! What a goal!  

Speaker 5; And they're coming onto the home straight now. Oh no! High Tide's 

saddle seems to have come loose... and there goes his jockey... they're both down on the 

track and the jockey seems to be trapped under the animal, they're out of the race. 

Meanwhile, Black Velvet and Jumping Jericho are neck and neck ... no ... Black 

Velvet's ahead, his jockey's really pushing him now and... yes... Black Velvet is without 

doubt this year's Grand National winner. 
 

TAPESCRIPT 11 

Speaker 1: Well, everyone else seemed to enjoy it, and I suppose in places it was 

funny, but to be honest, after about an hour and a half I just wanted it to end. Two 

hours for a comedy is a bit much, isn't it? 

Speaker 2: I enjoyed it. Not much happened, to be honest, and it was a bit slow in 

places, but Brad Pitt was excellent. All the actors were, actually. I think that's why I 

liked it so much. It was just great watching their performances. They were so 

believable. 

Speaker 3: It wasn't bad, but they should have spent more on the special effects. I 

mean, when the spaceship explodes at the end, it should have been exciting, but I just 

laughed, to tell you the truth. It just didn't look real at all. Shame.  

Speaker 4: It's actually a really long film — almost three hours, but you don't 

realise that. There's so much going on, and you never know what's going to happen 

next. You don't have time to get bored. And the ending! Well, I won't tell you what 

happens, but you've got to see it. You won't believe it! Really well done. 

Speaker 5: You should have come with us. You would have loved it. It was really 

good. I don't think I stopped laughing the whole way through. It was just one joke after 

another. Actually, I'm laughing now just thinking about it. I'd love to see it again! 

TAPESCRIPT 12 

Speaker 1 (female): The annual dance performance organised by my ballet school 

was an exciting occasion. Months before, we selected and taped the music that was to be 

played and I even choreographed a routine based on the music. We made our own cos-

tumes which were greatly admired by everyone. I spent many afternoons in the dance 

hall practising my first solo, trying to perfect it. It was worth it though, because after my 
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performance the audience applauded for five minutes. 

Speaker 2 (male): My village in Kent has a fair every year at the time of the apple 

harvest. On that day, there is always a parade. A marching band is followed by a float 

with an "Apple Queen" - always a local girl - on it. In the evening, there are races for 

the children and all sorts of contests involving apples. I don't live in the village any 

more, but I always go back for the festival because it makes me feel like a child again. 

Speaker 3 (male): I’d never been to a horse race before, so when  my uncle offered 

to take me, I jumped at the chance. When we arrived, the track was already crowed. 

Everyone began shouting loudly as soon as the race started. One of the horses was 

called “Honeytime” and everyone was excited when it won the race the owner of the 

“Honeytime” was photographed standing next to it, smiling proudly. Watching a horse 

race for the first time was fascinating. It was one of the most exciting days of my life. 

Speaker 4 (female):  The spectators started cheering and some were waving flags. 

The final lap was very exciting. Sweating and straining, the Ethiopian runner was trying 

not to lose his place in the lead, but at the last minute the Moroccan overtook him and 

claimed to the medal. It was really a day to remember. 

Speaker 5 (male):  The best music event I’ve ever been to was the Reggae Festival 

in London, last July. Famous reggae musicians from all over the world came to 

participate. It was very hot the day I went. The whole place was crowed with people 

sitting around on the picnic blankets. There were stalls selling tropical fruit and 

traditional dishes. The music was brilliant and the dancing and singing went on until 

well after sunset. 
 

TAPESCRIPT 13 

Speaker 1  I was a good student at school, but I don't think that counts as an 

achievement. No, what I'm happy about is how I've brought up my kids and what wonderful 

people they have turned into. 

Speaker 2  When we were growing up, there was no money for school and I got a job a 

soon as I could. I made a lot of money, got married, had kids, but do you know what I'm most 

proud of? Last year, I graduated from university and finally got a qualification, and I'm 56 

years old! 

Speaker 3  I'm a runner, a good one, and I'm in the English team. That's great, of course, 

but I had another dream which I didn't think I'd ever achieve. I'm scared of water and after 

hundreds of lessons, I've learnt how to swim! 

Speaker 4  Both my parents were Olympic gold medal winners, so everyone expected 

me to be a champion, too. Well, I did my best at lots of sports, but no matter what sport I 

chose and how hard I tried, I just wasn't very good at it. Mum and Dad told me to find a sport 

I enjoyed and do it for fun. So, I started playing basketball and once I'd stopped worrying, I 

actually became the team's top scorer. 

Speaker 5  I love my family and I've been lucky in that I've been a top athlete for a 
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number of years. I've stopped training now and I'm a PE teacher. I think helping young 

people discover the pleasures of doing sport is my biggest achievement 
 

TAPESCRIPT 14 
 

Steven: Shall we go out on Saturday night?  

Kate: Oh yes, let's.  

Steven: Where do you fancy going?  

Kate: Why don't we go out for dinner? Then we can go and see a show or 

something.  

Steven: Sounds good to me. Why don't we go to that Chinese restaurant, you 

know, the one on the High Street? 

Kate: Mmm. It's a bit expensive though.  

Steven: Oh yes, you're right.  

Kate: What about the Ethiopian restaurant?  

Steven: I've never been there.... What's the food like?  

Kate: Oh, it's delicious. Last time I went with Bob and Carol, we shared a large 

platter. They give you something like a big pancake and then they put little piles of 

different types of food on it, which you eat with the pancake. It's very different.  

Steven: Is it spicy? 

Kate: Oh, yes .... I forgot, you don't like spicy food. Sorry. 

Steven: I've got it. Let's go to the little French bistro, the one with the chef from 

Marseilles. He makes the most fantastic bouillabaisse!  

Kate: Bouilla ... what? 

Steven: Bouillabaisse- it's a thick soup made with fish and vegetables. It's really 

tasty. Oh hang on— I've just remembered, that place closed down last month.  

Kate: Well, we can't go there then, can we? Oh, where shall we go? 

Steven: Tell you what   — let's go to that Italian restaurant. It's cheap, it's near here and I 

know you like Italian food. 

Kate: Ah yes, Marcello's — mmm.  

Steven: Okay. I'll book a table. Is 9 o'clock all right?  

Kate: Fine .... Now what show shall we go to afterwards? ... 

TAPESCRIPT 15 

Travel Agent: Good afternoon, Mrs Cohen. How was your holiday? 

Mrs Cohen: I've come to make a complaint actually.  

Travel Agent: Oh right. Nothing major I hope.  

Mrs Cohen: Only enough to spoil our whole holiday.  

Travel Agent: Just give me two seconds to get a complaint form. I'll need it for our 

records.  

Mrs Cohen: Don't bother, I've made a list that you can have. Firstly, the brochure 
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claimed that the apartments were only two minutes' walk from the beach; they were one 

hour more likely. When we finally got there, the beach was filthy: it was covered in 

rubbish. The water ... well, I couldn't let the children near it.  

Travel Agent: But you didn't have to go all that way to the beach, there is a luxury 

Olympic-size swimming pool in the apartment complex.  

Mrs Cohen: You're right, there is, but they haven't finished tiling it yet. The 

owners said it would be finished this winter for next season.  

Travel Agent: There must be some mistake, madam. 

 Mrs Cohen: Oh no, and that's not all. The en-suite bathrooms didn't exist. We had 

to share a bathroom and toilet with two other families.  

Travel Agent: That's disgusting. I do apologise.  

Mrs Cohen: As for the children's playroom, it was nonexistent. There was also no 

horse riding, and the babysitting service was far too expensive.  

Travel Agent: I'm so sorry, Mrs Cohen, but this is the first time we've had such a 

complaint. 

 Mrs Cohen: I've not finished. To top it all they had constructed a disco just over 

the road from the apartment block. We couldn't sleep. It closed at five am every 

morning.  

Travel Agent: Oh dear!  

Mrs Cohen: Well, I want my money back.  

Travel Agent: Well, I'm afraid that isn't possible, Mrs Cohen. It's not company 

policy to refund money as compensation. What we could offer, as you are one of our 

regular clients, is a 20% discount on your next holiday. 

Mrs Cohen: Alright, I suppose that's better than nothing. Anyway, we're thinking of 

visiting my family in Australia this Christmas, and a 20% discount on that trip would be 

a large saving. 

TAPESCRIPT 16 
 

Son: Guess what, Mum and Dad! I've won the Athletics Scholarship to Brown 

Uni!  

Mother: That's wonderful news! I'm so proud of you!  

Father:Fantastic, son, just fantastic! What exactly do you get with this scholarship?  

Son: Well, all my tuition fees, books and accommodation are paid for and I can 

specialise in a sport of my choice. I get coaching, uniforms and so on, and a chance to 

represent the University in competitions, My only problem is which sport to choose, tennis 

or boxing! I've done well in both this year!  

Mother: Choose tennis, dear! It's so thrilling and challenging! Later, perhaps, you 

could turn professional. If you are really good you can earn a lot of money, travel, meet 

interesting people ...  

Father: Yeah. Travel is right! You'd be constantly on the move, never having time 



37 
 

for a real life! The training is demanding and tiring, and you've got to be really 

determined to succeed in professional tennis-it's a really cutthroat world! Better stick to 

boxing. You're coming along really well at it! I used to box a bit myself at Uni, you 

know!  

Son: Well, I don't know ... 

Father: Oh yes! It's an exciting, fast-moving sport! It needs a lot of energy and 

stamina, but you've got that. The training is tough, sure, but the thrill of competing in 

that ring — there's nothing like it!  

Mother: You must be mad! It's so dangerous-the injuries you can get in boxing are 

often very serious and take a long time to heal. Sometimes they never heal — you may be 

permanently brain-damaged. What good is a university education then? Besides, it's 

barbaric- I've never liked your being involved in it! 

Son; Come on, Mum, it's not that bad! But you two aren't much help! Everything 

you both say is true. Oh, I don't know! Maybe I'll take up marathon running instead! 
 

TAPESCRIPT 17 

Mrs Cohen: Good morning. I'm interested in taking my family to the Sunnyside 

self-catering apartments in Torremolinos.  

Travel Agent: I see. Now, when would you like to go? 

Mrs Cohen: Oh, in June, the first two weeks of June. How much would that cost?  

Travel Agent: For the whole family?  

Mrs Cohen: Yes, that's two adults and two children. 

Travel Agent: How old are the children? 

Mrs Cohen: They're eight and five.  

Travel Agent: Well, it'sЈ230 each for the adults and children under twelve pay £130, 

so that's ... £720 altogether. 

Mrs Cohen: What does that include?  

Travel Agent: That, madam, includes flights, accommodation, transfers to and 

from resort, the services of our resort representative and, of course, holiday insurance. 

Mrs Cohen; Hmm, that sounds very reasonable. May I book now and pay by 

credit card?  

Travel Agent: Of course, madam. Just give me your full address and names, and I'll 

issue the flight tickets and accommodation vouchers immediately. 

Mrs Cohen: Thank you. My address is 7 Lincoln Avenue, London NW8. My name 

is Mary Cohen, my husband's is Sammy, and our children's are Ben and Holly. 

Travel Agent: Here is your travel wallet. You will be flying from Gatwick Airport on 

June 1st at 9 o'clock. Please be at the airport two hours in advance for check-in 

procedures. From there our staff will take care of you. 

Mrs Cohen: Well, you've been very kind and helpful. 

Travel Agent: All part of the service, madam. Have a pleasant holiday and thank you 
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for travelling with us. 
 

TAPESCRIPT 18 

J: Good evening. This is the six o'clock news bulletin with Jeremy Craig. 

L: And Lucinda Thorpe. 

J: Police are still searching for the killer of 36-year-old Richard Steen, whose body 

was found on the beach at Rockton-on-Sea last night. Steen had been shot through the 

head and although the reasons for his death are not clear, the police believe that his wife 

Michelle Steen might have been involved as she seems to have left the country. 

L: The wife of business tycoon Roger Branston was safely returned to her home in 

Clankton this morning after police raided the house where her kidnappers were holding 

her. Glenda Branston was kidnapped last Wednesday as she was leaving her office in 

Castle Street by two men who told her husband that they would kill her unless he gave 

them £100,000. Fortunately, Mrs Branston was able to phone the police while her 

kidnappers were sleeping and they were able to rescue her and arrest the two men. 

J: A group of six vandals aged between eight and thirteen were caught by police 

last night as they were leaving a city centre indoor car park after causing damage to 

several cars. The children were given a warning by the police and their parents have 

been ordered to pay for the damage to the vehicles involved. As a result, the city council 

has promised to install security cameras and increase the number of security guards in all 

of its indoor car parks. 

L: And now on a lighter note. After three weeks of living in fear of the strange 

noises coming from their attic in the middle of the night, the Paterson family of 

Glenwich Close in Clankton can finally sleep in peace again. When James Paterson first 

heard the sounds coming from his attic he was convinced that there were problems with 

his water system. However, after his plumber told him that everything was in perfect 

working order, James and his family started to worry that they might have a ghost up 

there. Eventually, the Patersons decided to set up a video camera to try and catch the 

culprit. To their amazement, when they played back the tape the next day, they 

discovered that their ghost was in fact a chimpanzee. Gideon Shaft, one of the 

zookeepers from Clankton Zoo went to collect Rosie the chimp from the Patersons' attic 

this morning. He told reporters that Rosie must have moved into the attic after 

disappearing from the zoo four weeks ago. He added that he was delighted to have her 

back safely. 

J:  Well, that's all for this evening. We hope you will join us again at the same time 

tomorrow. So until then, goodnight. 

L:  Goodnight. 
 

TAPESCRIPT 19 

Male: That's the last time we try a self-catering holiday. On arrival we found the 
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kitchen area in the main bedroom. The cooking unit was at the foot of the bed and when 

we turned it on we discovered that it was broken. The fridge was dirty and even 

contained a bottle of curdled milk. To make matters worse, we couldn't sleep as there 

was a noisy disco directly opposite our room which stayed open until the early hours of 

the morning. 

Female: Well, it wasn't what we expected - I mean, it was supposed to be a five-

star hotel and we certainly paid for a five-star hotel! The room was tiny and the food 

was absolutely awful. The other problem was the staff - they were really rude and 

unfriendly. For example, when I tipped one of the porters for bringing up our luggage, 

he actually said, "Is that all?" I mean, can you believe it? 

Male: I was so disappointed when I got there. All I wanted was a quiet relaxing 

holiday and Kingsbrooke sounded perfect. It wasn't, though. The tent had a huge hole in 

its side and the wind howled through every night, eventually blowing it over. When we 

found the shower block we were shocked that there was no hot water. It's not pleasant 

showering in freezing cold water. Besides, the shop was understocked; it was sold out 

of everything except two tins of baked beans, and the sell-by date on those had passed a 

month before. 
 

TAPESCRIPT 20 

You hear people talking in eight different situations. For questions 1 to 8, choose 

the best answer  А, В or C. 

1   You hear a man talking about a film he has been to see. What was his reaction to 

the film? 

A He was disappointed with it.  

В Не thought it was excellent.  

C   He hated the whole thing. 

I went to see The Secret Spy last night as I'd read some excellent reviews for it in the 

papers. It was really exciting at the beginning when the spy escaped from prison, 

disguised himself as a priest, and managed to steal the top secret documents from the 

president's office. But then it started to get confusing and the ending was quite 

ridiculous, which was a real shame as it started off so well. 

2   You hear a young man talking about a rock concert he saw. What happened? 

A  The police arrested all the fans. 

В  The band played well. 

C   Rain stopped the performance. 

I had been looking forward to the concert for ages, then on the big day it poured! 

Fortunately, though, the rain had stopped by the time the band came on. They gave an 

excellent performance although they stopped playing for a bit at one point because of 

troublemakers in the crowd and the police had to come on and calm everything down. 
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Apart from that, though, I had a great time and I'd definitely go and see them again. 

3   You hear a woman talking to another person. What is she talking about? 

A   her car  

В   her bicycle  

C  her hair 

... Well, it is very dirty, yes, give it a wash if you have time, but, well, much more 

important really is to repair the gearshift, it's really giving me a lot of trouble and 

sticking all the time; makes it difficult to drive. No need to fill the petrol tank, just 

concentrate on the gears. 

4    You overhear an old man talking about the time he spent in Paris. What was he 

doing there? 

A   He was designing buildings.  

В   Не was on holiday.  

C   He was at university. 

I'll never forget the three years that I spent as a student in Paris. It was an ideal 

environment for learning, what with all its museums and fabulous architecture. After my 

morning lectures I would go and eat my lunch on the banks of the Seine where there was 

always an artist or two sketching the view. And in the evenings my friends and I would 

stroll down to the Left Bank where we'd sit and argue about art and politics over coffee 

until the early hours. 

5    You overhear a couple having an argument. What are they arguing about? 

A  their neighbour  

В  their lodger  

C  their dog 

Woman: Brian, he's got to go!  

Man: But why? 

Woman: Well, first of all he smells. It's so embarrassing when guests come round, and 

what about the furniture? He's chewed the sofa to bits and it takes ages to get all the hairs 

off the carpets.  

Man: Come on, Julie. You're overreacting!  

Woman: I am not! You know Mrs Davis phoned me again this evening? She said he 

didn't stop barking all day! Seriously Brian, I've had enough. He's going! 

6   You hear a man talking about his job. What does he do? 

A   He is a computer programmer.  

В   Не is a painter and decorator.  

C   He is a van driver. 

I never thought I'd end up doing a job like this. I studied computers at university, so of 

course I expected to end up in programming. I did try it, in fact, but I hated being stuck in 

front of a screen all day, so this friend of mine who has a van suggested we start a business 

together, You know, I really love it. It's such a great feeling to make an old house look new 



41 
 

again, and I especially like the outdoor work. I used to be afraid of climbing ladders, but I 

soon got over that! 

7    Listen to two people talking. Where have they just returned from? 

A   a party  

В   a meeting  

C   a sports event 

Woman: Oh, that was terrible, wasn't it?  

Man: Oh, I know. I don't care if I ever meet any of those people again. 

Woman: Really, you'd think they were at a football match - all the shouting and 

pushing and everything.  

Man: And everyone trying to solve the world's problems as if it was a meeting of the 

world's leaders or something. 

Woman: I know, I know. All that fuss for a simple anniversary.  

Man: Well, all I can say is, never again! 

8  You hear a writer talking about books. What is she worried about? 

A   The selection of books available. 

В   The amount of TV that people are watching. 

C   The number of books that people are reading. 

You know, I go around these big bookshops today, and I'm amazed at the variety of 

books that are available. We've never had such a selection to choose from! In spite of this, 

though, publishers keep reminding us that people are reading less and less! I don't know 

whether it's TV or computers or what that's responsible for this trend, but it does worry me 

a lot. 
 

TAPESCRIPT 21 

Presenter: This afternoon we welcome Nicole Svatek to the studio. Nicole runs 

special courses for the airline company Virgin Atlantic, and today we'll be discussing the 

1989 United Airlines DC 10 flight 232 crash in which, tragically, over 100 people were 

killed. Good afternoon, Nicole.  

Nicole: Hello. 

Presenter: Perhaps you could tell us, first of all, what your courses involve, 

Nicole.  

Nicole: Well, pilots need to be trained to deal with dangerous situations so they are 

able to stay calm and think clearly in the event of an emergency. This reduces the 

chances of human error which often results in disaster. 

Presenter: Crash experts always look for the black box flight recorder at the crash 

scene. This is a really useful piece of equipment, isn't that correct? 

Nicole: Yes. The black box actually records everything that is said in the cockpit, so 

when the crash experts listen to the recording after they have found it, they can usually find 
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out what caused the crash. 

Presenter: So what actually happened in the United Airlines crash? 

Nicole: Well, the number two engine failed at 37,000 feet over the western United 

States. Fortunately, as the captain had been on one of our courses, he was able to stay 

calm even though he knew that he might die. Because he didn't panic, he was able to 

concentrate on landing the plane as safely as possible. 

Presenter: So how did he do that? 

Nicole: Well, together with his crew and a trainee pilot who happened to be a 

passenger on the flight, the captain was able to plan a controlled crash landing in Sioux 

City. 

Presenter: Unfortunately, as I mentioned earlier, over 100 people were killed in the 

crash, but, miraculously, 183 people survived. So these people have the plane's captain to 

thank for saving their lives with his good training and self-control. 

Nicole: Absolutely. 

Presenter: Nicole, thank you very much for joining us today. 

Nicole: Thank you. 

Presenter: Next week on "The News Today" we shall be discussing... (FADE). 
 

TAPESCRIPT  22 
 

Robert: Verity. Great to see you. Sorry I'm late. The traffic was bad. How are 

you? 

Verity: Oh, fine. Look at the weather, though. It was much better in Greece. 

Robert: Oh, that's right. You just got back from your holiday there, didn't you? 

How was it? 

Verity:  Yes, I was there for a couple of weeks, you know, in Athens and then 

travelling around the islands. I've only been back three weeks, but I'm already looking 

forward to going again next year. I had a fantastic time.  

Robert: How did you cope with the language? 

Verity: Oh, fine. I've been there lots of times before, and always had difficulties, 

but this time I told myself, ‘Verity, you're going to learn some of the local language.' I 

managed to find a teacher and all that homework was worth it in the end. I used my 

Greek all the time. People were really helpful and they were really happy to tell me 

words or phrases I didn't know. 

Robert: I bet there were lots of those! 

Verity: Oh, yes. No surprise there. And, of course, lots of people spoke English, so 

I had to ask them to speak to me in Greek sometimes. I didn't have any real problems 

understanding. I thought I would, because of local accents and things like that, but there 

aren't as many different accents as there are here. If people spoke slowly, I could 

usually understand. 
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Robert: What about when you spoke? Did they understand you? 

Verity: Well, sometimes! I watched other tourists speaking Greek and they'd get 

quite embarrassed about making mistakes, or they acted like they thought the other 

person was going to be angry, or something. I just wanted to know why it was wrong 

and I asked people to explain my mistakes to me. 

Robert: That's good. Did you make any friends? 

Verity: Oh, yes. Lots. I had one group of friends who I met on the beach. We 

spent a lot of time together. It was a bit confusing sometimes, though. You know, they'd 

be explaining something and using their hands, or shaking or nodding their head, and 

sometimes I thought they meant yes when really they meant no, and sometimes the 

other way round. We all laughed at it, though, and I always got the idea in the end. 

Robert: Good. Let me just get a coffee and then you can tell me about the islands. 
 

TAPESCRIPT 23 

Fashion designer: I'm quite often asked how I got into fashion. For me, it was 

something I always wanted to do. However, because my mother was a university teacher 

and my father a headmaster, they found it hard to accept that fashion could be a serious 

career. I wasn't bad at school, I mean I was a typical student, passed enough exams and 

so on, and they could understand I might want to go to art college, but fashion just 

wasn't a serious subject for them. 

Anyway, they said I had to do a year's business course first. I didn't like it at the 

time, but later, it made a big difference to me. For example, when I started my art college 

course, I could use a word processor, I knew about managing money, I had an idea of 

how to talk about business. None of the other students had that. And the other thing I did 

during that year was to get a part-time job in the office of a small factory making good-

quality clothes. The pay was awful, but I learnt a lot there about that end of the industry, 

so I began to understand what's possible and what isn't. I mean, by watching people, I 

realised what you can and can't do with different types of cloth, what takes a long time to 

make on a sewing machine, you know. 

Then I did two years at the local art college. I wanted to go to London straight 

away, but my parents insisted. I think they thought I was too young, I was still only 

seventeen by then, but in the end it was cost. London is a very expensive place for a 

student. So I stayed at home until I won a prize for a design which actually gave me a 

place at a London college for nine months. There, I was able to make a lot of useful 

contacts - I was already working for an Italian fashion house three months before I left. 

I went on to spend three wonderful years in Milan, then I got the job in New York for a 

year, which was really exciting, but unbelievably stressful. I think probably because I 

was too far away from my family, more than any actual problems with the work itself. 

So, I ended up in London, starting my own company, which is stressful in a different 

way, but really I enjoy it very much. 
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TAPESCRIPT 24 

Interviewer: Good evening Vanessa. You're going to tell us about your journey. 

Where was it from and to? 

Vanessa: Well, my husband, Robert, and I had worked in Hong Kong for years. We 

got married there six years ago and had a baby there. But last year, we gave up our jobs 

and decided to sail back to England, with the baby. 

Interviewer: And how long did it take you to get ready for the trip? 

Vanessa: We had six months to buy a boat and make sure we had everything we 

needed. My friends didn't believe I could live in such a small space, but I was happy 

about that. I was most anxious about our health, particularly the baby, and I started 

collecting medicines in case we needed them. 

Interviewer: And your first stop was Singapore? 

Vanessa: Yes. The first part of the journey was the worst - we were sick all the 

time. I hadn't expected to hit bad weather so soon. We'd no worries about the boat, 

which had already been round the world once. In fact, when we reached Singapore, I 

wasn't sure about spending six more months on the boat and I considered flying home to 

England, but luckily decided not to. We spent six long boring weeks in Singapore 

waiting for the weather to improve.  

Interviewer: And you were joined by your father-in-law?  

Vanessa: On the next part of the journey, my father-in-law joined us with a friend 

of his, who's a cook. It was wonderful to have a cook to prepare meals. This gave Robert 

and me more time. My father-in-law was very happy to take care of the baby while we 

sailed the boat.  

Interviewer: And did the baby enjoy the trip?  

Vanessa: He did, I think. He loved climbing up the steps in the boat. He spent the 

first year of his life at sea. While he was awake we played with him because it was 

dangerous to leave him alone. I'm sure this is why he wants us to play with him all the 

time now. I worried that he wouldn't learn to walk, but he had no problems. He'll only 

eat particular foods, but all children are like that, whether they've been on a boat or not. 

Interviewer: And do you have any advice for other people sailing with children? 

Vanessa: Children are happy on long journeys as long as they have plenty to do on 

board. It's dangerous otherwise. We just had one child with us, but it might be better with 

two or three who can play together. 

Interviewer: Well, has anyone got any questions?  
 

TAPESCRIPT 25 

Tour guide: Good morning everyone. I'm your tour guide for today. We've made a 

change to the trip we usually make on Thursdays. I hope none of you will mind. We're 

still going to visit the beautiful town of Brampton with its old university, and there'll be 
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time to look round that as usual. But today, because we have a lot of children here this 

week, we're also going to a wildlife park which a colleague of mine has recommended. 

On the way to Brampton, we'll drive through some beautiful countryside. We'll go 

over the mountain and we'll have a lovely view of the lake from the top. We'll stop there 

for a few minutes so you can take some photos. In the next valley, we'll have a break for 

coffee. There's a cafe near a beautiful waterfall and if any of you want to go for a walk, 

you can. 

We'll get to Brampton at about 11.30. It's a lovely town. We'll start by taking a 

guided tour of the university, which was built in the seventeenth century. Then there'll 

be time for all of you to have a look at the shops. Most people come to Brampton 

nowadays for the shops, but it's the university that made the town famous. If you don't 

want to look at the shops, I suggest you visit the museum. 

After lunch, we'll get back on the coach and go to the wildlife park. We need to stay 

in the coach while we drive round because we'll see lions in the park, which can 

obviously be dangerous. Tell your children not to expect it to be like the zoo - the 

animals are sometimes hiding in the trees. I know some friends of mine have seen some 

tigers, but I've never seen them and I'm afraid they no longer have any monkeys, but you 

may see some giraffes. 

We'll leave the wildlife park at half past five. The journey back takes about an hour 

and a quarter, so we'll return to the hotel at a quarter to seven. There'll just be time for 

you to change before dinner at a quarter past seven. 

Now then, before we get on the bus, if anyone wants to ask any questions I'll try to 

answer them. I'm going to give each of you an information sheet about the places we're 

going to visit. Some of you were on yesterday's trip with me and I know you found the 

information sheet helpful. So, if we just move over here.... 
 

TAPESCRIPT 26 

Interviewer: Welcome Matthew. You invented a game recently, didn't you? 

Matthew: I invented a mini-baseball game a few years ago now, and it's become 

very popular. I'm fourteen now, but I had the idea when I was 10. It took some time for 

me to persuade people to take me seriously, so the game didn't actually go on sale until 

the day after my thirteenth birthday. 

Interviewer: And it's made and sold by a small American company?  

Matthew: That's right, but when I first tried to find a company to make the game, I 

didn't have any luck. Some companies didn't reply and the ones who did reply just 

thought it was a joke because I'm a child. None of them let me show them the game.  

Interviewer: What did you do then? 

Matthew: When I couldn't get a company to help, my dad went to the bank, but 

they wouldn't lend us the money. But my parents have a friend who's a really good 
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businessman, and he helped us to make a business plan. Then we talked to my 

grandmother and my great aunt who are quite rich. They were happy to lend us enough to 

make the first thousand games. After that, we persuaded a company to make the game 

for us. 

Interviewer: So have you got any more ideas? 

Matthew: Yes, I have actually. I've got an idea for a game for younger children. I 

was watching my sisters playing one day and I got the idea from them. Then I tried it on 

some other children. The company arranges for me to visit different schools. I ask them 

what they enjoy and try my ideas on them. 

Interviewer: So it's for younger children? 

Matthew: Yes. The toy company did some research, and between the ages of five 

and six, children are interested in animals, colour, food -things to do with their own 

lives. By the time they're eight, they like the opposite - they prefer games where they 

can invent things and are more imaginative. Then, between ten and twelve, they enjoy 

games based on knowledge - quizzes and things like that. 

Interviewer: Well, what does the future hold for you Matthew?  

Matthew: It's OK inventing games now while I'm young, but when I leave school, 

I want to do something different. I'd like to learn how to run a business, so that's what 

I'll study at college. I think actually I'd prefer to work for a company rather than have 

my own business. You don't have to worry so much then. 
 

TAPESCRIPT 27    
 

Radio presenter:  Good afternoon, listeners. Today, in our programme 'People 

Around Us' Helen Crow is talking to Mr Alistair Sinclair, a farmer from Carston who's 

one hundred years old. 

Helen Crow:  Mr Sinclair, how does it feel to be one hundred? 

Alistair Sinclair:   Well, actually, I'm not one hundred yet. I was born on 10 

September, so my birthday's in two weeks' time. I couldn't forget about it, everybody is 

making so much fuss. 

Helen Crow:  You have such a big family, how many people are coming to 

celebrate? 

Mr Sinclair:  I've had six children, two by my second wife and four by my third. 

Four of them are still alive and they're all coming, together with ten out of my twelve 

grandchildren and most of my great-grandchildren. My eldest great-granddaughter's 

expecting a baby, so you could say there'll be five generations present. 

Helen Crow:  You're in perfect shape, what do you do to keep fit? 

Mr Sinclair:  Nowadays, people seem crazy about having a healthy lifestyle. When 

I was young, nobody thought about such things. I was one of ten children 

in my family; we had no idea what a healthy diet was, we were happy if we had 
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enough to eat. There was no need to take any exercise, the work on the farm was hard, 

and we spent all day outdoors. You had to be strong; I lost one brother and one sister 

quite early, but those that survived lived into old age. We all probably took after my 

father, who died at the age of ninety-four. I don't think you can do anything to guarantee 

a long life, it just happens to you. You can't avoid hardship, even tragedies, because 

that's what life is like. What you can do is be as active as possible and have a positive 

attitude. 

Helen Crow:  Have you ever smoked? 

Mr Sinclair: Well, I haven't tried cigarettes, no. But once I thought I'd look 

interesting with a pipe, so I tried that. But after a week or so my wife couldn't stand it, 

so I threw the pipe away. Actually, she left me a few months later, but I 

didn't start smoking again. 

Helen Crow:Thank you, Mr Sinclair, on behalf of our listeners I wish you all the 

best and a very happy birthday. 

Mr Sinclair: Thank you. 
 

TAPESCRIPT 28 

1     Man: Well, if you can believe it, on our holiday it never stopped raining and 

we weren’t put up in the hotel we had booked. 

Woman: That must have made you angry. 

Man: Not really, but I’m going to write a letter about the restaurant. It may   have 

been first class, but I thought the food was awful 

2   Woman: Have you decided on the mini-break? 

Man: Well, there’s a nice four-star hotel in Liverpool. 

Woman: Anything else? 

Man: A train trip with free hotel in Edinburgh or we can fly to Ireland and stay in 

a three-star hotel. Let’s do that, shall we? 

Woman: Whatever you want. 

3   Woman: (on the phone) Hello, can I help you? Yes, yes we do have hotels in 

Madrid. Yes, yes, of course if you want a guided tour, we can arrange it. Yes, just pop 

in tomorrow and I’ll book it all for you. 

4    Woman: Yes, well, our car broke down, so I thought we’d go by train, but it’s 

so expensive. So I looked at the coaches and thought about getting a taxi. The taxi cost a 

lot too, so in the end we got a coach. 

5    Man : Oh, Beverly’s away at the moment. Yes it’s work, but she’s not having a 

guided tout again. Yeah, I know we’ve only just had a holiday, but, like I said, it’s a 

business trip. 
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TAPESCRIPT 29 

Sophie: Hi, William. 

William: Oh, hi, Sophie. 

Sophie: This is a good music shop, isn't it? Before it opened, I had to ask my mum 

to buy me what I wanted in Birmingham because there wasn't a good shop here. 

William: Your mum went all the way to Birmingham to buy what you wanted? It's 

about twenty kilometres from here! 

Sophie: No, silly. She works there. 

William: So do you go with her sometimes in the holidays and spend the day 

shopping in Birmingham? 

Sophie: Well, I find the city centre a bit big, so I get anxious about getting lost. I'd 

rather tell my mum what I want and she gets it for me. She doesn't mind. 

William: Well, next time you go I could come with you. If we had a map, it 

wouldn't be a problem for me. 

Sophie: Yes, if we were together, it'd be OK. That CD you had in your hand when I 

came in ... are you going to buy it? 

William: I already have. Why? 

Sophie: Oh, I was thinking of getting it too. It's the new one by that band 521, isn't 

it? I didn't use to like them much, but their music has got a lot better recently. 

William: Mmm. Don't get the same one. You can borrow mine. If you got a 

different one by the same band, then you could lend that to me. 

Sophie: Well ... 

William: I don't think this one's very good anyway actually. Look at these others - 

they've got much better songs on them. 

Sophie: Mmm, I hadn't seen that one. But I'm going to get the one I planned to buy 

- that's what I really want. 

William: Well, here you are then. Happy birthday! I've just bought it for you. 
 

TAPESCRIPT 30 

Marcus: Hi there! 

Cora: Morning, or should I say afternoon? 

Marcus: I'm not late, am I? 

Cora: Only a few minutes today. But you're never exactly early, are you? 

Marcus: Well, it's the traffic isn't it? There were queues of buses stopping anything 

from moving up the London Road. 
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Cora: But that's where you're wrong. It's the cars that make traffic jams because 

there are so many of them. And most of the time they have just one person in them - like 

you! At least the buses have more than one person in them. Anyway, I don't know why 

you don't come to work on your bike. You'd pass all the jams, and you'd be fitter. 

Marcus: I just don't accept that. What about the air I'd breathe while I was cycling? 

I'd get wet in the rain. And I'd arrive at work all hot and sticky. 

Cora: But you wouldn't if you allowed enough time to come across the park. It's 

really quite pleasant riding that way, and it's not much further. And it's cheaper. 

Marcus: Yeah, anything would be cheaper than the buses in this town. If they 

weren't so expensive, more people would catch them. They should make them cheaper, 

or employers should pay part of people's bus fares. That would cut the traffic and we'd 

all get to work in much less time. 

Cora: And it'd be healthier for everyone, whether they were on a bike or not. 

Marcus: If the buses weren't too old and smelly. Some of them are terrible. 

Cora: But so are cars and lorries, of course. So, are you getting the bus tomorrow, 

then? 

Marcus: Well, I might consider it, but unfortunately the bus stop's a long way 

from my flat, so I'd have to get up earlier, and tomorrow's my day off anyway. 

Cora: Honestly, I sometimes wonder how you manage to get out of bed in the 

mornings! 

Marcus: Well, I don't have to tomorrow. 

Cora: So we'd better get on with some work now. 

Marcus: OK, OK. 

 

TAPESCRIPT 31 

Zoe: What are you doing for your holiday this year?  

Ian: I might be going to Africa.  

Zoe: Wow! How can you do that? 

Ian: Well, my uncle and aunt are going to Namibia for a month, and they've asked 

me to go with them. I have to pay for my air fare, but that's all. 

Zoe: You're so lucky. It's a really brilliant place for a trip, I've heard. 

Ian: The thing is, I don't know yet whether I'll be able to. I've been saving up, but I 

don't know whether I'll have enough. 

Zoe: Couldn't you borrow from your parents? 

Ian: The problem is, they really want me to spend my holiday with them, touring 
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round the United States. They haven't said I can't go to Africa, but they're not going to 

make it easy for me. 

Zoe: That's a real shame. 

Ian: Yes, especially as I can go to the States anytime. I've got cousins there, so it'd 

be easy. 

Zoe: Oh, well, it all sounds very exciting. I don't expect I'll get farther than 

London. 

Ian: Surely your family could afford to go abroad if they wanted to? 

Zoe: Oh, of course we could. But my dad doesn't really like going away - he says 

he's out at work all year and he wants a week or two in his own garden. It certainly isn't 

what I want to do. And my mum isn't keen on planes, so she doesn't mind if we don't go 

anywhere by air. 

Ian: Would they lend you the money to go somewhere, do you think? 

Zoe: It would depend who with. 

Ian: Well, what about my uncle and aunt's trip? If you came, it'd be even better. 

And my parents might agree to help me a bit with the cost, if yours help you. 

Zoe: But would I be welcome? 

Ian: I'm sure they'd love you to come along. Why don't I ask them? 
 

TAPESCRIPT 32 

Jane: Mum, next month all the people in our class have to spend a week going to 

work instead of going to school. It's to give us an idea of what we want to do when we 

leave school. I wondered if I could come to work with you? ... Are you listening, Mum? 

Mother: Yes, I'm listening. Do you think that's a good idea? I'm so busy I 

wouldn't have time to show you anything. And it's not really very exciting. Let's think 

of somewhere else you could go. 

Jane: But I hear so much about your office. I sometimes feel I've known all the 

people for years, but I don't even know what they look like. 

Mother: But you don't want to be a lawyer. You've always said you want to do 

something different from Dad and me. 

Jane: But I might want to be a lawyer. I want to find out about lots of different jobs 

- there are so many opportunities nowadays - and then I'll decide what I'm going to do 

when I leave school. 

Mother: What are all your friends going to do during this special week? Are they 

all going to work with their mums or dads? 

Jane: Most of them want to work with children in a primary school for a week, but 
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they already know what that's like. I think it's better to try something you don't know 

anything about. They're losing a good chance to do something different. 

Mother: Well, in that case you don't want to come to work with me - you said I 

never stop talking about it, so it's not going to be a surprise to you. 

Jane: But I want to know what it's really like and what you really do. 

Mother: Well, I'm not terribly happy about it. But if it's what you really want and 

you promise not to complain if you're bored, I'll do it. 
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