
Reading Comprehension Tests 

10th  Form  

 

Read the text. Choose the best answer 

 

TEXT 1: "  Stonehenge and Avebury” 

  Stonehenge and Avebury have much in common. They are some twenty-five 

miles apart, on the chalk hills of southern England. They are both stone circles, 

used by the people of ancient times for religious ceremonies.   

The visitor who goes to Stonehenge for the first time usually  knows about its 

immense stones, mysteriously cut. He imagines it will be remote from human 

settlements.  So he is taken aback  to see that it is situated almost in the fork of a 

road junction, with lorries rumbling past at a distance of two hundred yards.  He is 

disappointed to find that the monument itself is about the size and height of an 

ordinary parish hall. 

 Avebury is not very famous. When visitor gets there he is again taken aback, 

but this time pleasantly. This stone circle is indeed of great size, set in parkland 

with magnificent trees and beside a charming old village.   

Both Stonehenge and Avebury will impress anyone who approaches them with 

an open mind. They always attracted visitors from all over western Europe. 

Stonehenge  shows clearly that its builders were men with an ample knowledge of 

the sun and stars, and amazing skill in the arts of primitive architecture.       

 

1. Stonehenge and Avebury are … 

A on the bank of the river Severn. 

B in one of  the thick woods of Wales.  

C  on the chalk hills of southern England. 

D on the coast of the English Channel. 

 

2. They are both stone… 

A triangular. 

B rectangular. 

C circle. 

D square. 

 

3. These two great monuments were used for… 

A for wedding ceremonies. 

B for religious ceremonies. 

C for coronation ceremonies. 

D for conducting court.  



4. Stonhenge is … 

A about the size and height of a modern skyscraper.  

B about the size and height of an ancient cathedral.  

C about the size and height of a modern multistoried building  

D  about the size and height of an ordinary parish hall. 

 

5. Avebury is… 

A a beautiful place. 

B a mystery place. 

C a burial place. 

D a hideous place. 

 

6. Both Stonehenge and Avebury can impress anyone who approaches them… 

A with strange  thoughts. 

B with criminal intentions. 

C with an open mind. 

D with kindness. 

 

7. ”ceremonies” means 

A  ideas 

B codes 

C  beliefs 

D  rituals 

 

8. The builders of Stonehenge were men… 

A with little knowledge of the sun and stars. 

B with an ample knowledge of the sun and stars. 

C with rich  knowledge of engineering.   

D with an ample knowledge of magical science. 
 

9. The builders of Stonehenge had… 

A  an amazing skill in the arts of primitive architecture . 

B an amazing skill in graffiti.  

C an amazing skill in gardening.  

D an amazing skill in the art of mural. 
 

10.The visitor of Stonehenge imagines that it will be… 

A inhabited by monks. 

B far away from places where people live. 

C inhabited by the people of arts. 

D inhabited by astrologists. 



Text 2:” Body Language—The Language of Contemporary Fashion” 
 

Clothing is a language, a nonverbal system of communication.   Before people 
speak to one another, their clothing makes a statement that expresses their sex, 
age, class, occupation, origin and personality. A businessperson is recognized in a 
well tailored suit.  

Dress can identify its wearer with a social group or role that the individual 
wants to emulate. Notice how significant jeans are to teenagers. Importance is 
placed upon style, cost and labels that identify them as designer. As a nonverbal 
language, the jeans may signal that they are all members of the same group, no 
matter how different they may be socially or intellectually.  But clothing can and 
does express more than identity with a group or role. It can also express the value 
of that group.  

 

11. What gives an information about an unknown person? 

A  Age. 

B  Education. 

C  Job. 

D  Clothing. 
 

12.What makes a person look like a businessperson? 

A  A pair of  ripped jeans.  

       B  A well tailored suit.  

       C  A tracksuit.  

D  A pair of very expensive trousers. 
 

13.What is the synonym of the word “significant” ? 

A important 

B  unbearable 

C  ugly 

D  professional 
 

14.What may jeans signal to teenagers? 

A They live in the same place. 

B They have the same education. 

C They are of the same age. 

D They are of the same group. 
 

15. What does clothing express? 

A. It expresses the independence from parents.  

B It expresses the value of that group. 

C It expresses the independence from school. 

D It expresses the independence from bad habits. 

 



Text 3: “Do Animals Communicate With Each Other, and Humans?” 

Scientists have found that almost every species of animal has a communication 

system. Animals exchange information about food, territory, danger and safety. 

They express fear, hunger, anger, pleasure, rage and recognition. 

Animal messages are not always expressed in sounds. The scratches on the tree 

made by a bear say: “This is my territory”. 

Rabbits have scent glands under their chins. When they rub these glands on 

stones, for example, the smell that remains tells other animals that the territory is 

occupied by a rabbit. 

Some other animals communicate by touching. Lions, tigers and other members 

of the cat family show friendliness by rubbing their heads or necks together. 

Colour is sometimes very important in animal communication. Some kinds of 

fish change colour when they are angry or frightened. A peacock displays the 

beautifully coloured feathers in his tail when he wants to attract a female.  

 

16. All species of animal has… . 

A  a thinking activity. 

B  the same build. 

C  the same duration of life. 

 D  a communication system. 

 

17.  “message” means 

A  integration 

B  consolidation 

C  communication 

D  discrimination 

 

18. Lions and tigers communicate by… . 

A  biting 

B  scratching 

C  rubbing legs 

D  touching 

 

19. Some kinds of fish change colour when they are… . 

A  hungry and thirsty. 

B  frightened or angry.   

C  irritated or nervous. 

D  in a good mood. 

 



20. A peacock displays the beautifully coloured feathers in his tail… .   

A   when he wants to attract a female. 

B  when he wants to attract a hunter. 

C  when he wants to attract a hawk. 

D  when he wants to attract a snake. 

 

Text 4: Chocolate 

 

Chocolate originated in Mexico with the Aztec Indians and came to Spain 

through the Spanish conquistadors. Christopher Columbus encountered cocoa 

beans for the first time in 1502. The Aztecs used cocoa beans to make a bitter, 

foamy beverage called chocolate, which was drunk during religious celebrations.  

The Spaniards weren't fond of chocolate, but that didn't stop them from 

shipping the beans back home. Charles I received a shipment in 1525. Spain held a 

monopoly over the cocoa trade for about a hundred years. Although cocoa arrived 

in Italy in the late 16th century, it didn't really become a trend outside of Spain 

until 1615, when Louis XIII married Anne of Austria, the daughter of King Philip III 

of Spain. Chocolate was served at their wedding in Paris, and soon after that, it 

became a favourite drink for French aristocrats.  

During the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, chocolate was the most 

popular drink in Spain.  Richard Ford  said that chocolate "is for the Spanish what 

tea is for the English and coffee for the French."  

Today, Spain is a major producer of chocolate.   
 

21. Where were cocoa beans initially used?  

A   To make a cake. 

B   To make a bitter, foamy beverage. 

C   To make  whisky. 

D   to make a Christmas dish. 
 

22 . When  was chocolate  drunk? 

A   During wedding ceremony. 

B   During funeral. 

C   During baptism. 

D   During religious celebrations. 
 

23.  How many years did the Spanish monopoly of chocolate last?  

A  For about a hundred years.  

      B   For about three hundred years. 

C  For about a thousand years. 

D  For about  two hundred years. 



24.   After what event did chocolate become a favourite drink for French 

aristocrats? 

A   After the death of King Philip III of Spain. 

B   After the birth of Charles I. 

C   After the wedding of Louis XIII and Anne of Austria 

D   After the divorce of Louis XIII and Anne of Austria. 

  

25.  How did Richard Ford describe chocolate?  

A  Chocolate "is for the Spanish what tea is for the Aztecs  and coffee for the 

French." 

B  Chocolate "is for the Spanish what tea is for the English and coffee for the  

French."  

      C  Chocolate "is for the Spanish what tea is for the French and coffee for the 

English." 

      D  Chocolate "is for the Spanish what tea is for the  French and coffee for the 

Aztecs  ." 

 

Text 5: 

Why Does the Bride Carry Flowers?  

 

Flowers have always been used for decoration at weddings. Flowers are usually 

chosen at the wedding on the basis of their symbolic meaning. For example roses 

for love, lilies for virtue, snowdrops for hope . In ancient marriages, the brides 

carried herbs beneath their veils to symbolize fidelity.  Greek brides carried ivy as 

a symbol of never-ending love.  Orange blossoms, were chosen by the Spaniards to 

represent happiness and fulfilment, because the orange tree flowers and bears 

fruit at the same time.  During even earlier times of "primitive marriage," when the 

fear of demons was most prevalent, the brides carried stinking garlands of herbs 

and spices for the purpose of frightening off evil spirits.  

Today, brides carry flowers in the colour scheme of their wedding, bringing 

beauty and elegance as well as old world customs to their special day. The groom 

usually  has a flower for his buttonhole which also occurs in the bride's bouquet. 

This is a vestige of the time when a Knight would wear his Lady's colours to display 

his love.  

 

26.  Herbs, carried by the brides, in ancient marriages symbolized… . 

A  jealousy 

B  happiness 

C  kindness 

D  fidelity 



    27.  In Greece brides carried… as a symbol of never-ending love. 

A  branches of birch 

B  branches of oak 

C  ivy 

D  branches of lilac 

      

   28.  In Spain brides carried… . 

A  apple blossoms 

B  peach blossoms 

C  cherry blossoms 

D  orange blossoms 

    

29.  In "primitive marriage," stinking garlands of herbs and spices were… 

A for frightening off evil spirits.  

B for decoration of bride’s house. 

C for asking blessing. 

D for decoration of the wedding car. 

    

30.  A Knight  wore his Lady's colours… 

A  to display his love. 

B  to display his dignity. 

C  to display his ancient family. 

D  to display his knighthood. 

 
 


