
“Three cities of Ukraine” week tour 

 

So, hello everyone! Welcome to our “Three cities of Ukraine” week tour. My name is 

Lada, and I will be your guide for this week. Cities that we are going to visit are 

Dnipropetrovsk, Poltava and Kharkiv. We will have two days for each of them. So, let’s begin! 

1
st
 Day 

Hello everyone! Today is Sunday, the 7
th

 of July. 

First city in our tour is Dnepropetrovsk. It is Ukraine's fourth largest city, with about one 

million inhabitants. It is called as Dnepropetrovsk not really for a long time. Till 20
th

 of July 

1926 the city was originally known as Yekaterinoslav, which translates into English "The 

glory of Yekaterina" (Catherine the Great). The city of Yekaterinoslav was founded in 1776, 

not in the current location, but at the confluence of the River Samara with the River Kil'chen' 

at Loshakivka, north of the Dnieper. By 1782, the city’s population was 2,194. However, the 

site had been badly chosen because spring waters were transforming the city into a bog. The 

settlement was later renamed Novomoskovsk. In 1783, Yekaterinoslav was refounded on its 

today’s site, on the south bank of the Dnieper, near the Zaporozhian village of Polovytsia.  

So, let’s have a little rest and enjoy the panoramic view of Dnipropetrovsk 

(video) 

Well, it is all for today. Then, we’ll go to the hotel where you can take a shower, watch 

some TV programs, order a supper or play bowling on the ground floor of the hotel. We will 

have a breakfast tomorrow at 8:30 am. Please, don’t be late. Have a nice evening! See you 

tomorrow. If you have any questions about our tour or accommodation, ask them now. 

2
nd

 Day 

Hello everyone! Today is Monday, the 8
th

 of July. 

Today is going to be hot and sunny, so please, don’t forget to wear your sunglasses and 

headwear! Today we will visit an incredible village that is famous for its unique style of 

decorative painting. Yes, correct, we will visit Petrykivka! Driving to it won’t be very long( 

near 50 minutes).According to the legend, the settlement was founded by the Cossack Petryk, 

who gathered under his protection the serfs from the local villages. Now we are a short drive 

away from the central building of Petrykivka – the Arts center, were we’ll visit master class of 

painting Petrykivka patterns on plates, mugs, vases, toys, etc. Also you can buy souvenirs on  

the first and second floors of the centre. Don’t spend all of you money, because two more 

cities are ahead. 

(Photos ABC 2
nd

 session) 

Well, day comes to its end. At 21:40 the bus comes for us and we’ll go to Poltava, so you 

can have a rest now. 

3
rd

 Day 

Good morning everyone! Today is Tuesday, the 9
th

 of July, the third day of our tour. bus 

is waiting for us near the hotel. Please, don’t forget your own things at rooms.  

It is still unknown when Poltava was founded, although the town was not attested before 

1174. The present name of the city is traditionally connected to the settlement Ltava that is 

mentioned in the Hypatian Chronicle in 1174. The region belonged to the Grand Duchy of 

Lithuania from the 14th century. The Polish administration took over in 1569. In 1648, Poltava 
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was captured by the Ruthenian-Polish magnate Jeremi Wiśniowiecki (1612–51). Poltava was 

the base of a distinguished regiment of the Ukrainian Cossacks, and served as a Cossack 

stronghold during the Khmelnitsky Uprising. After the pro-Polish hetman Ivan Vyhovsky 

came to power and a civil war broke out, in 1658 Poltava, under Martyn Pushkar, was the 

leading town of the rebels. However, it was ultimately burned down and pillaged by 

Vyhovsky's troops, while many of its women and children were enslaved by the Crimean 

Tatars. In 1667, the city passed to the Russian Empire. 

So, let’s have a rest from history. In a few minutes, we will enjoy beautiful sights of 

Poltava. 

(video) 

Well, it is all for today. Then, we go to the hotel where you can take a shower, watch 

some TV programs, order a supper or play table tennis on the first floor of the hotel. We will 

have a breakfast tomorrow at 9 am and at 10:30 we will go to the excursion. Please, don’t be 

late. Have a nice evening! See you tomorrow. If you have any questions about our tour or 

plans, ask them now. 

4
th

 Day 

Hello everybody! Today is Wednesday, the 10
th

 of July. Today we will visit The Museum 

of Poltava Battle, White Rotunda in Sobornaya Square; The Column of Glory commemorates 

the centenary of the Battle of Poltava and at the end of a day we will visit Kremenchug with its 

“ROSHEN” factory. Well, lets begin!  

Any tour of the center should start at the Monument of Glory (natives refer to it as “the 

Eagle”) commemorating the victory of the Russians over the Swedes at the battle of Poltava in 

1709. After Poltava passed to the Russian Empire in the 19th century, the fortress in the city 

center was destroyed and replaced with the current architecture. The influence of Tsar Peter 

the First (Peter the Great) is evident in the surrounding architecture. It was Peter I’s intention 

to make Poltava into a “little St. Petersburg”, so taken was he by Russia’s stunning victory in 

the Battle of Poltava. If you have had the chance to visit St. Petersburg, reputedly one of the 

most beauti-ful cities in the world, you may notice Poltava’s resemblance to St. Petersburg’s 

Palace Square.It has been said that the radial design of the city center was also an advantage 

for the defense of the city. The white-columned buildings sur 

-rounding the city center were built in the style of Russian Classicism of the XIXth 

century. These buildings include the city administration center (with the Ukrainian flag on 

top), an art school, a cinema named after I. P. Kotlyarevsky, the central post office and others 

 

The Museum is located on what was the battle-ground of the Poltava Battle during the 

period of the Great Northern War between Sweden and Russia(1700-1721). This was the 

decisive battle and the turning point of the Great Northern War that established Russia as a 

major power in Europe and solidified its dominance over Ukraine. Peter the Great started this 

war to gain access to the Baltic Sea. The turning point in the war was the Battle of Poltava in 

1709. From early April to June 27, 1709, the Poltava Battle was fought, and the result greatly 

affected the balance of power in Europe. At the conclusion of the Poltava Battle, Sweden’s 

control of Europe had ended. Russia had defeated its old enemy and powerful neighbor. (For 

more detail, please see “Historical Highlights” section). The museum of the Poltava Battle and 

the complex of monuments surrounding it were designated a historical–cultural zone with a 
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territory of 771.5 hectares. The territory includes the monastery, 4 ancient settlements and 

more than 30 barrows which have been dated to 1000 B.C. 

Today, the Poltava Battle Museum is a place of great historical value. It is the only place 

in Ukraine which belongs to the National Organization of Military Historic Museums. It has 

been designated a UNESCO heritage site and is located on several global tourist routes. The 

original building was built in 1902-1908. It was restored in 1964. The architect was Vasyliy 

Krichevsky. He still has family living in the USA. 

Friendship of Nations Rotunda. Also known as the “White Rotunda”, it is located a 25-

minute walk from the city center. You can find it by following Zhovtneva Street to the end, 

past the pedestrian district. It was built in 1909 in honor of the 200th anniversary of the Battle 

of Poltava. The White Rotunda is located in the area of Soborny Maydan (Cathedral Square). 

Here, you will also find a beautiful panoramic view of the city, the Ivanova Hora restaurant 

overlooking the bluff, the Monument to Poltava Halushky and the reconstructed St. 

Assumption Church, which was built in 17th century and destroyed in 1934 (See section on 

Poltava’s Religious Sites)View of the Khrestovozdvizhensky Monastery from Ivan’s Hill.  

Now begins maybe the sweatiest part of our Poltava excursion! “ROSHEN” factory! 

There you can see how to make different types of candies, take photos with giant lollypops and 

of course all of you will get small sweet present. 

Well, our day is finished. Now you can relax in the bus, because we will reach Kharkov- 

our next point of destination in 4 hours. See you tomorrow. 

5
th

 day 

Good morning everybody! Today is Thursday, the 11
th

 of July and it is penultimate day 

of our tour.  

So, welcome to Kharkiv! Kharkiv- is the second-largest city of Ukraine. The city was 

founded in 1654 and was a major centre of Ukrainian culture in the Russian Empire. Kharkiv 

was the first city in Ukraine to acknowledge Soviet power in December 1917 and became the 

first capital of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic until January 1935, after which the 

capital was relocated to Kiev. Kharkiv is a major cultural, scientific, educational, transport and 

industrial centre of Ukraine, with 60 scientific institutes, 30 establishments of higher 

education, 6 museums, 7 theatres and 80 libraries. Its industry specializes primarily in 

machinery and electronics. There are hundreds of industrial companies in the city. Among 

them are globally important giants like the Morozov Design Bureau and the Malyshev Tank 

Factory (leaders in world tank production in the 1930s through 1980s); Khartron (aerospace 

and nuclear electronics); and the Turboatom turbines producer. 

And now lets traditionally enjoy picturesque landscapes of Kharkiv! 

(video) 

Well, it is all for today. Then, we go to the mini hotel “Ryleev” where you can take a 

shower, watch some TV programs, order a supper or relax at the garden near fireplace on the 

first floor of the hotel. We will have a breakfast tomorrow at 8 am and at 9:30 we will go to the 

excursion. Please, don’t be late. Have a nice evening! See you tomorrow. If you have any 

questions- ask. 

6
th

 day 

Hello everyone! Today is Friday, the 12
th

 of July, the last day of our tour. Today we will 

visit many attractions of Kharkiv such  as Derzhprom building, Memorial Complex, Freedom 
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Square, the Monument to Taras Shevchenko, Mirror Stream, Assumption Cathedral, Historical 

Museum, Choral Synagogue, Annunciation Cathedral, T. Shevchenko Gardens, Zoo, 

Children's narrow-gauge railroad, World War I Tank Mk V and new, absolutely reconstructed 

Ghorkiy park with huge amount of attractions, huge Ferris wheel, cableway and a lot of 

restaurants, cafes an places just for relax. At the end of a day it will be a really great surprise 

for all of you, but for now any information is keeping secret.  Well, let’s begin. 

(photos photos photos)  

So, our tour is coming to its end. And this means that it is time for a SURPRISE! Our 

company decided to present all of you a  free jump from the roof of an abandoned maternity 

hospital! Feel like a bird! 

Well, I was really glad to meet you and I want to thank everybody for this week! I hope 

that we will meet one more time! Good luck! 
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